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Dr. L. Ceci, Queens College
Upening Remavks:

There has béen until faivly recently some kind of principle in operation
that makes exotic places and archaeology more interesting than that of your own
backyard. Indeed, there is almost a tradition for archacologists trained in
local institutions to "move on" to Mesoamerica, South America, or the Near Hast
Lo carry out "reul' archaeologlcal research, Many of these prolessionals
learned Lhéir {ield techniques on local sites which were considered uninteresting,
therelore cxrendable.

Mot so today. There is a new trend of high quality rescarch -~ as you
shall sev tucay —-— devoted to archaeology in and of the City of New York. As
rark of this wrend, New York now has its ficst Urban Archaeologist on the payroll,
br. Shervn Baucher-Perlin, who is employed by the New York City Landuwarks FPresor-—
vation Coanission. This new interest in our own "backyard" - a renailssance, if
you will, - is not simply the result of decreasing opportunities overseas; gather
it is the croducr of developments in the field of archaeology which h;s expanded
tremendously in the past few decades. There is now available a great varlcty uf
sophisticaced tectmiyues and methods for measuring time, for example, for
detecting the composition of artifacts, and for analyzing site content (—— as you
will see today). Paralleling these new technical developments are the new kinds
of theoretical questions archeolopists now can and want to investigate. 01d
poals of simply identifying site locations and recovering artifacts as
euriosities" are no longer satisfying or even acceptable among professionals.

Now archacologists design thelr excavation procedures so as to recover all kinds
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of cnvironmental data that might help cxplain why this site was chosen in

space and time. What kinds of resources were available? What huaan Strategfus
lay behind a particular settlement pattern?  What kind of subsistorce can be
reconstructed from fragments of bone, shell, and perhaps microscopic specimens
of plant debris? How does the distribution of ceramics reflect the social,
ceonomic, and political organization of the societies that produced them? And
how do these cultural systems change through time?

From this perspective, New York City is an exciting "new" frontier in
archacological research. Literally, beneath our feet lies a sweep of history
and prehistory perbaps 10,000 years old or more. From the period when the
last glaciers receded, man (and woman) was in the Northeast. As the environment
improved and shellfish beds were established, prehistoric Indians came to the
area to uxﬁloit this important new food resource, leaving a sequence of camp
sites and artifact assemblages that mavk the passing of the centuries and the
development of new tools and cultural adaptations. When European visitors first
reached these shores in the 16th century, and later the tra&ers and colonizers,
the impact on Indian life is recorded in their sites.

By the 17th century, the New York City is aétually a "frontier" , a
dynamic region of cultural systems meshing: Indian and European cultures
influencing each orher, and in a way sebting a foundation for a pattern uof
economic, social, and political life that characterize modern life. it is no
accident that the Dutch Ft. Amsterdam, based on the exchange of native furs
and wampun for European trade goods - a central place for redistribution of
profits across an ocean -~ lies near the foundation of the present World Trade

Canter.



Lu this early century there was glso established thoe pattern for
altraceing peoples of divorse background tu the arca. By 16473, according Lo
one visitor, there were "4-500 men" of "dilfercnt sects and nations"™ in Map-
hattun and its environs; "18 different languages" were then spoken in the
colony barely 25 years old. Thus thé trend for cultural diversity in New York
is nearly 400 years old; most importnntly, the evidence for it is not only
Present dun the few documents but in the ground,

Indeed, the new tield of historic archaeology has expanded greatly
becauss seholars have increasingly recopnized the Dias in histories built
solely on the writings and activities of rhe literate and the "big Men."

The history of the nation and of our City must also be based on the activitiey
of the "lictle paople,'" - the laborers, tradesmen, seamen, wonen, and dozens
of other ethnic or economic groups who have contributed mightily to our past
Srowth and development, From the Presentations given today you will see thar
ve are iast beginning to "eateh" some of this critical evidence not only for
various cultures but for the process of urbanization itself,

Finally, T wish to identify the speakers and myself and others in the
audience zs members of the new organization, the Professional Archaeolqgiscs
of New York City. The anagraw for this organization, PANYC, Properly reflects
our ruél concern for the rapid destruction and loss of this area's archaeo-
logical evidence by whatever means, This evi&ence represents the cultural
heritage of us all, - and it contains potential answers for hundreds of new

quest tons ahour our "roots" as well as for the anthropology of humankind,
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3000 Yesrs of Clty life: Arvchesolopy in the Broax, Guecens, and Tovar Manhattans
H. Rotschild (Humter College, CUNY)

Sourth Street Sesport: W. Harris (VL)
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Alternative Archaeology in Breollyn: I. Bermsn (Brooklya College, CURT)



