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NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING: 20 March 1996 ‘
Room 1127 Graduate Center, C.U.N.Y.
Executive Board: 6:10 PM
General Membership: 6:30 PM
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Minutes of the PANYC General Membership Meeting 24 January 1996

President Diana Wall called the

: meeting to order at 6:35PM. The following
committees will report: Action,

Awards, Burial Ridge, Events, Exhibit, Metro

Chapter-NYSAA, Newsletter, Nominations, Public Program, Special Publication and
Symposium.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Harris reported
checking account.
mailed by Killeen.

a balance of 51061.30 in the PANYC
Harris also announced that the annual dues letter would be

SECRETARY'S REPORT: The minutes of the last meeting were accepted.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Wall reported that she was informed by an Ellis Island
worker of alleged violations of Section 106 in connection with excavation of a
sewage line on the island in December. According to the worker. the area under
excavation was deemed off-limits to all. Examination of the backdirt pile yielded
bone and oyster shell. This discovery led the worker to solicit help. A faunal
analyst declared the bone to be human. The bones were then examined by
Lencre Barbian (AMNH) who went further to say that the bones represented one
sub-adult, probably a teenager, individual. Wall then communicated with Dick Hsu
(NPS) who suggested she contact Robert Kuhn (SHPO). Wall wrote to Kuhn, the
text is in the last PANYC Newsletter, expressing our concern that the policy of
allowing individual park superintendents to be overseers of these sorts of
projects. Cantwell then spoke with Kuhn on this topic, Kuhn said he would make
some phone calls and get in touch. He also said that the recent Government
furlough had hampered progress on the matter. Wall received a phone call from
Lvnne Sullivan’s office (Anthropological Survey, NYSM) regzarding their proposal
for a grant from the SAA to develop archaeological education prozrams for the
general public, all dgreed that PANYC should support this. Wwall brought
attention to two letters in the last PANYC Newsletter. one to Mavor Giuliani askinz
that his office continue to assist in the matter of the proper curation of the
Metrotech collection, and the other to Jennifer Raab (NYCLPC) regarding
establishing a protocol for safeguarding archaeological resources specially
earmarked for protection (i.e., the African Burial Ground). ‘“The letter to Raab
also addressed the issue of site significance and PANY(C's concern that later sites
(e.g., 19th century) may be considered less significant based on their age. The
board discussed the possibility of a committee to investigate this issue and
initiate discussion with NYCLPC on the process of weighing a site’s sigmficance.
Wall, Kearns and Rothschild offerred to be on this committee. Stone received &
call from Kathv Benson's office (MCNY) regarding an MCNY proposal to the Kew
York State Council for the Arts for funds to assist in education programs, it was
suggested that perhaps an excavation of the Museum's backvard could be
mounted for the public to get involved in. it was thought that PANYC could
charge admission to fund the PANYC exhibit. All thought the idea was good, but
that PANYC should not be involved as an organization,



ACTION: Stone spoke with Spritzer and learned that Spritzer had received
additional Army Corps permit applications. including one for a Fresh Kills site
and one for a Brooklvn shore site. both scemed to have archaeological potential.

ANVARDS: Cantwell said that the call for papers for the PANYC Bert Salwen Best
Student Paper Award and the announcement of the PANY(C award for contribunions
to NYC archaeology by a non-archaeojogist would be sent o Nilleen who would
include them in the dues reminder mailing.

BURIAL RIDGE: Cantwell announced that a series of phone calis and letters had
been initiated and the responses were as follows: Henry Stern’s office was
concerned and recommended contacting Thomas Paolo (Commissioner of Parks).
Paolo was also concerned and thought that perhaps measures to deter
trespassers, looters and etc. (e.g., more poison ivy) might be installed. The
National Park Service said they could not help, but suggested a call to Guy
Molinari and perhaps the local police in Tottenville. The Totrenville police were
interested and said that the National Park Service should have funds to protect
the site and that thev would inquire. Cantweli asked the PANYC members present
for suggestions.

EVENTS: Stone reported that the NYSAA meeting would take place 1in the
Archaeology Lab (Rm. 1127) at the Graduate School on February 27 and that Gary
McGowan would speak on the DeBrock Wreck site.

EXHIBIT: Stone reported that’ the PANYC exhibit proposal had been accepted.

METRO CHAPTER-NYSAA: See EVENTS.

NEWSLETTER: The PANYC Newsletter will be mailed. Fitts expilained that the NYC
research bibliography would be included in several Newsletters

because it is too
large for a single issue.

NOMINATIONS: The committee will consist of Fitts. Cantwell and wall. Killeen will
mail the Nominations letter to the membership.

PUBLIC PROGRAM: Wall will call Schuldenrein rezarding reserving time for the
program,.

SPECIAL PUBLICATION: Cantwell reported that only 100 of the 300 PANYC Special
Publication #1 remained making it a success. The Ingle and Wall document which
may soon bz PANYC Speciai Publication 2 was discussed and THNC CONSEnsus wis
that the document would be more sucecessful if it was

professional level.

~

madds availabie at the

SYMPOSIUM: Harris said that the committee needs to be reconvened. The
committee will consist of Dublin. Harris. Cantwell and ¥Freeman. ilarris will be
chair. Wall withdrew from the cominittee.

NEW BUSINESS: Wall will call the Historic Districts Council in an

effort 1o align
PANYC with other groups.

No further business was brouvght before the membership,

Respectfully submitted. John J. Killeen. PANYC Secretary 19935-¢
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FHE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
100 OLD SLIP NEW YORK, NY 10005 TEL: 212-487-6800° FAX: 212-487-6723

December 26, 1995

Ms. Diana Wall

President

Professional Archaeologists
of New York City

411 East 70th Street

New York, New York 10021

Dear Ms. Wall:

I write in response to your letter of December 12, 1995. As you know from
my previous meeting with the PANYC leadership, I appreciate the importance of protecting
the City’s significant archeological resources and applaud PANYC’s work in this regard. I
am happy to meet with you to continue our dialogue. Please contact my assistant Jeremy
Kantrowitz (212-487-6792) to schedule an appointment sometime after the holidays.

In advance of our meeting, however, I would like to respond to a few specific
points in your letter. You suggest that the Commission has allegedly failed to "establish a
protocol to safeguard the archeological resources that were especially earmarked for
protection at some of its designated properties.” I am surprised at this comment since you
are no doubt aware that there is a very exacting "protocol” now in place to ensure that
archeological resources are protected. That protocol involves a standardized permit
application and review process. Pursuant to this protocol, all proposed work is analyzed by
Daniel Pagano, the Commission’s staff archeologist, to determine the impact, if any, on
protected archeological resources. Based on this review, and consistent with applicable
laws and regulations, proposed work is approved, disapproved, or approved subject to
specified modifications. As you also know, this protocol typically includes the involvement
of an archeologist hired by the applicant to prepare the application and implement the
approved archeological procedures.

However, to the extent your concerns are a reference to an additional protocol
for the African Burial Ground and Historic Commons Historic District (hereafter the
"ABG"), you should be aware that, in conjunction with Peggy King Jorde of the Mayor’s
Office, the Commission has established an intergovernmental working group to investigate
the establishment of specific guidelines to govern all work within the ABG. We would be
happy to have your comments once draft guidelines are promulgated. In addition, I am
happy to report that, at the Commission’s request, the Department of General Services
("DGS) is compiling a list of all planned or proposed projects that may affect the ABG, as
well as a time-table for these projects. Our intention is for the Commission and DGS to
use this list and time-table to develop a proactive plan for archeological testing in the ABG.
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Finally, you allege that the Commission is determining that archeological sites
have "no significance simply because they date to a specific time period." Although I am not
sure what specifically you are referring to, I can state categorically that this is not the case.
The Commission considers significance on a case-by-case basis, regardless of what resources
-- e.g., Native American, 17th, 18th or 19th Century -- could potentially be affected.

I look forward to speaking with you about these issues in the near future.
Again, thank you for your concern.

Sincerely,

2y’ 2;9-/6
ennifer §. Raa}, Esq.

cc: Peggy King Jorde, Mayor’s Office
Senator David Paterson
Daniel Pagano
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THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
100 OLD SLIP NEW YORK, NY 10005 TEL: 212-487-6800 FAX: 212-487-6723

January 12, 1996

Ms. Diana Wall

President

Professional Archaeologists
of New York City

411 East 70th Street

New York, New York 10021

Dear Ms. Wall:

Your letter to Mayor Giuliani has been referred to the Landmarks
Preservation Commission for a reply. I have raised your concerns with Sadie R. Mitnick,
an attorney with Forest City Radner ("Forest City"). First, Ms. Mitnick informed me that
Forest City is planning a permanent exhibition of archeological artifacts at 1 MetroTech

Center. She said that Forest City is presently searching for a contractor to construct the
permanent exhibit.

Second, in response to your concerns about missing artifacts, Ms. Mitnick
contacted Barry Greenhouse Associates after receiving your letter and our call, and
discovered that a significant number of boxes of artifacts were still at the archeologist’s -
offices. These boxes are now at MetroTech. They have been inventoried and are available

for review. According to Ms. Mitnick, all of the artifacts are now at the MetroTech
storage site.

In regard to your final concerns -- that the artifacts are not being conserved or
stored properly -- Ms. Mitnick has agreed to host a meeting at MetroTech to discuss these
issues in detail. This meeting will include representatives from PANYC, Forest City,
Greenhouse Associates, the State Historic Preservation Officer and the LPC. Ms. Mitnick
will be contacting you shortly to schedule this meeting.

Sincerely,

rk A. Silberman, Esq.

cc:  Fran Reiter, Deputy Mayor
Sadie Mitnick, Forest City Radner
Jennifer J. Raab, Chairman, LPC
Valerie Campbell, Counsel, LPC
Daniel Pagano, Archeology, LPC
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Newe Yok, NY 10029 Fax: 212742340738

December 22, 1995

Ms. Linda Stone
249 East 48th Street, #2B
New York, NY 10017

Dear Linda:

The Program Steering Committee met yesterday and considered your second, more detailed
proposal for Defending New York City’s Archaeological Heritage.

In general, the committee liked the proposal. One suggestion was that every effot be made to
enliven the exhibition with artifacts. In addition to the "selected artifacts" you list in the
proopsal, the Museum may be able to include some material from its collections--e.g.,
ceramics. It was also suggested that a case of your "tools of the trade" be included.

The committee asked about related prdgrams, and that reminded me that we had discussed a
simulated dig in the Museum’s backyard. We should discuss this and other possible programs

in the near future. Perhaps by the time we meet, I’ll have a better idea of what MCNY
artifacts might be available for the exhibition.

I look forward to speaking with you in the near year.
Sincerely,

ftiity

Kathleen Benson

Head of Education

c¢/Jan Ramirez
Deputy Director for Programs and Collections
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Current Research in New York City

The following projects are on-going or recently finished archaeological studies in New
York City. To report current research please send abstracts of projects to the PANYC

Newsletter editor.

Manhattan

Update on the African Burial Ground
Archaeological Project

Submitted by Gary McGowen

John Milner Associates

Many readers may already be aware that
the project has been divided into two
distinct areas of study. One area is The
Burial Ground and the other area is the
non-burial component of the site.

Currently, non-burial component artifacts
are being processed. Meta Janowitz,
acting as a subconsultant to the project,
is working with our in-house ceramic
specialist to develop a typology for the
kiln refuse related to the Crolius and
Remmy potteries.

Conservation is continuing on the non-
burial artifacts from the site.
Conservation analytical on some of the
artifacts from within the burial contexts
sometimes provides surprising results.
For example, a pendant was recovered
from a child’s burial and has recently
been identified through these tests to be
sterling silver.

As an update on the physical
anthropology being conducted at
Howard University, Michael Blakey’s
team has received a six month
continuance to complete the cleaning,
reconstruction and anthopometric
analysis. Warren Perry has been brought

on to head up the analysis for the burial
component of the project. He will be
starting with the project later this month.

Funding Opportunities

Intermodal Surface Transport
Enhancement Alternatives Grants
(ISTEA)

ISTEA is a federally funded program for
states to promote alternative forms of
transportation. Their grants, however,
are not limited to methods of
transportation, but also are awarded to
projects which are associated with the
history of transportation. The following
list shows the projects which received
funding in the past two years and those
proposed for this year. Although 1996 is
currently slated as the last year of
funding for the program, archaeologists
should consider this source if funding is
renewed. Contact Nan Rothchild for
more information.



A= Historic/archaeological .
B= Bike/ pedestrian/alternative transportatic:
C= Scenic/landscape/envirodshental

ISTEA Projects

ROUND I Awarded 1994 BOROUGH TYPE
On-Street Bicycle Parking Facilities All B
Melrose/Metro North Station Redisign Bronx B
Bronx River Trailway Bronx C
Ferry Terminal Esplanade at Brooklyn Army Terminal Brooklyn B
Sunset Park Connector Bikeway Brooklyn . B
Rockaway/Gateway Greenway Brooklyn/Queens B
Brooklyn/Queens Greenway Guidebook Brooklyn/Queens B
Downtown Flushing Pedestrian/Historic Improvements - Queens B
Flushing Meadows Pedestrian/Cultural Walkway Queens B
Jamaica Center Intermodal Improvements Queens C
Queens Pedestrian Bicycle Greenway Queens B
Stuyvesant Cove Park and Bikeway Manhattan B
East Village Area Pedestrian Improvements Manhattan B
Pier 15 Rehabilitation-South Street Manhattan A
Grand Central Terminal Concourse Ceiling Restoration Manhattan A
North Shore Esplanade Extension Staten Island B

!
ROUNDI Awarded 1995
Hutchinson Bikeway-Walkway Bronx B
Van Cortlandt Park Cross Country Trail System Reconstruction Bronx B
Brooklyn Heritage Trolley Project Brooklyn A
Ocean Parkway Bicycle Pedestrian Corridor Brooklyn B
Southern Parkway Greenway and Conduit Boulevard Connector Brooklyn/Queens B
Gantry Plaza/Queens West Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities Queens B
Laurelton and Cross Island Parkway Greenways Queens B
Grand Central Subsurface Pedestrian Network Manhattan B
Washington Square Arch Stabilization Manhattan - A
Lenox Avenue (Malcolm X Boulevard) Corridor Study Manhattan A
City Hall Subway Station Restoration Manhattan A
Renwick Ruin Permanent Tlumination Project Manhattan C
Fifth Avenue Twin Lamppost Restoration Manhattan A
Battery Maritime Building Historic Rehabilitation Manhattan A
Waterborne Transportation-Manh. to Gateway Nat’] Rec. Area Man/BKlyn/Queens B
Staten Island Bikeway and Cultural Trail Staten Island B
ROUND III Proposed 1996
Greenway Guidelines All B
Bike Parking II All B
St. Mary’s Greenway Bronx B
West Farms Zoqway Bronx . B
E.L. Grant Highway Bronx B



Bronx Soundview Greenway
Greenstreets-W181, University
Fordham Road Streetscape
Park Avenue .

Van Cortlandt Lakes

Harlem River Restoration

BQE Landscape

Coffey St. Pier

Pier at 69th Street

Grand Army Plaza

Brooklyn Bridge Anchorage Ceil,

Atlantic Ave. Tunnel
Atlantic Ave. Control House
Times Plaza

Queensboro Bridge Access
Randalls Island Ferry Dock
Harlem-Hudson Promenade
Eighth St. Enhancement
Midtown Pedestrian Project
Lower E. Side Artscape
Harlem Gateway Corridor
The Octagon Ruin

Eighth Ave. Enhancement
Stone St. Streetscape

Pier 15-Phase I

Railroad Float Transfer Bridge
Tweed Courthouse Stairs
City Hall Station I

Lincoln Square

Roosevelt Island in Motion
Broome Street Square

Finn Square

Third Ave. Viewing Garden
Rockaway Boardwalk
Forest Park Visitor Center
Rockaway Gatew.-Spring Creek
Alley Pond Path

Downtown Flushing I
Rockaway-Gateway Il
Willow Lake Path

Fort Totten Access
.Greenbelt N/S/Connector
Snug Harbor Ferry
Amundsen Trail

5.1 South Shore Greenway
St. George Ferry Terminal
S.I. Bike/Cultural Trail I

Bronx
Bronx
Bronx
Bronx
Bronx
Bronx

Brook./Qns.

Brooklyn
Brooklyn
Brooklyn
Brooklyn
Brooklyn
Brooklyn
Brooklyn
Man./Qns.
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Manhattan
Queens
Queens
Queens
Queens
Queens
Queens
Queens

Queens
Richmond

Richmond
Richmond
Richmond
Richmgnd
Richmond
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SHATTERED NOTIONS ““It is fascinating to
have your preconceptions blown apart,”
said Dr. Rebecca Yamin (far left), the .
main architect of the Five Points project.
Among her team’s findings: a “Temper-
ance and Industry’ teacup (top), and
Photographs by Ruby Washington/The New York Times  bristleless toothbrushes (above).

Archeologists Dig Up a New Image for an Old Slum

Five Points, the 19th-century slum
near what is now Foley Square, holds a
special place in the lore of New York’s
ghettos and gangs. After visiting with a
police escort, Charles Dickens wrote
that “‘all that is loathsome, drooping and
decayed is here.”” The journalist George
G. Foster called it “‘a sight to make the
blood slowly congeal.” A contemporary
of Mr. Foster described it as ‘‘the resort
of burglars, thieves and desperadoes.”

This was where the other half lived,
the neighborhood that inspired Jacob
Riis to call for clearing out the over-
crowded, unsanitary tenements. Gangs
like the Plug Uglies and the Forty-
Thieves became the stuff of urban leg-
end: their exploits still figure in recent
books like Luc Sante’'s “‘Low Life’” and
Caleb Carr’s “The Alienist.”

But new evidence suggests that Five
Points may not have been the den of iniquity
it was made out to be. A team of archeolo-
gists examining its remnants discovered
artifacts of a hard-working, family-oriented
population that was all but ignored in most
chronicles of what was sometimes known as
“the bloody ould Sixth Ward.”

“It is fascinating to have your preconcep-
tions blown apart,” said Dr. Rebecca Ya-
min, the project’s principal archeologist.
“Our task is to make sense of a reality that
is very different from what we had been
told. We see artifacts of regular old domes-
tic activities. It doesn’t look as impover-
ished as we had expected.”

Take the “Temperance and Industry”
teacup. It came as a bit of surprise when the

A Five Points saloon on Election Day, 1858.

archeologists found the brown cup decorat-
ed with a portrait of Father Mathew — who
led a temperance movement in Cork, Ire-

“land, in 1838 — in the remains of a neighbor-

hood famous for drunkenness, saloons and
grog shops.

There were plenty of other surprises
among the 850,000 artifacts that Dr. Yamin
and her team are analyzing: matching Staf-
fordshire tea sets suggesting domesticity,
high-quality bone toothbrushes indicating
attention to hygiene, and fabric swatches,
pins and thimbles bearing witness to honest
work in the needle trade.

Then there was the monkey skeleton: the
archeologists were a bit puzzled until Clau-
dia Milne, who does historical analysis, dis-
covered that the census listed eight resi-
dents of Baxter Street as organ grinders.

The artifacts were unearthed when the

United States General Services Administra-

e W G, Cear e et T

tion decided to build the new Federal
courthouse on Foley Square; Federal
law requires archeologists to excavate
historically valuable sites before such
construction.

Now Dr. Yamin and her team from
John Milner Associates in Philadelphia
spend their days in a laboratory under-
neath the United States Customs House
in the World Trade Center assembling,
photographing, X-raying and analyzing
the artifacts. Their findings were first
reported in The Village Voice.

Each archeologist has a specialty;
Paul Reckner's is clay pipes. Many were
decorated with shamrocks and lrish
Home Rule slogans; several have the
compass that denotes Freemasonry. ‘It
shows it was a complex neighborhood,” Mr.
Reckner said, adding, ‘*“People cared about
social action, philosophy and religion.”

The picture the scientists paint is not
entirely rosy: one rear tenement was built
over part of a cistern. ‘“The sanitary condi-
tions were absolutely abysmal,” Dr. Yamin
said. “We're trying to learn about the strug-
gles of everyday lives.”

James P. Shenton, a professor of history
at Columbia University known for his walk-
ing tours of Five Points, said the discoveries
underscored the fact that the law-abiding
citizens of crime-plagued neighborhoods are
often ignored. “The unusual, the deviant and
thedistorted is news,”” he said. “If you think
about Harlem, what do you think about? Go
to Strivers Row or Sugar Hill. It ain’t what
you think. Which is the real Harlem?"’

MICHAEL COOPER
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ProressionaL ArcHAEoLoGIsTs oF New Yonrk Ciré

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Membership in PANYC is open to any professional archaeologist who subscribes to the purpose of the

organization and who meets the following criteria:
a. Applicants must have been awarded an advanced degree (M.A., M.S., M.Phil., Ph.D., D.Sc., or
official A.B.D.) from an accredited institution in archaeology, anthropology, history, classical studies
or other germane discipline with a specialization in archaeology.
b. Applicants must have at least six weeks of professionally supervised archaeological field training
and four weeks of supervised laboratory analysis and/or curation experience. Requirements for both
field and laboratory experience will be considered to have been met by attendance at an archaeological
field school which meets the guidelines set by the Society of Professional Archaeologists (SOPA).
c. Applicants must demonstrate professional experience in one or more areas of archaeological
activity, such as: field research and excavation, research on archaeological collections, archival
research, administration of units within public or private agencies oriented toward archaeological
research, conduct of cultural resource management studies for public agencies, or teaching with an
emphasis on archaeological topics.- Applicants meeting the education and training criteria and having
other professional interests related to archaeology will be considered on a case by case basis.
d. All prospective applicants must be approved by a majority of members present at a regularly
scheduled meeting of the general membership.
e. Applicants should submit a statement of purpose that includes their interest in New York City
archaeology. Members of PANYC have a commitment to protect and preserve the city’s
archaeological resources and to support research and encourage publication of information recovered
from those resources. Members will not engage in illegal or unethical conduct involving
archaeological matters. In applying for membership it is expected that an individual'is in agreement
with these goals. PANYC is not an accrediting organization and is not to be used as.such.

Application fo.r.membership shall be in writing and shall include a copy of the applicant’s resume or vita.

We invite anyone interested in New York City archaeology to subscribe to our Newsletter and to attend our
general membership meetings and annual Public Symposium.

If you are interested in joining PANYC or if you would like to subscribe to the PANYC Newsletter, please
complete the form below and return it-to John Killeen, PANYC Secretary, 58 Garnsey Pl., Belford, NJ 07718.

BUSINESS HOME
PHONE

ADDRESS

Please indicate preferred mailing address and check below as appropriate.
I wish to apply for membership to PANYC (Dues $15)
I wish to subscribe to the PANYC Newsletter (Fee $10)
Amount of additional doﬁation to PANYC

Signature
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Rabert Fitts
401 East 74th S1. Apt 214
New York NY 10021

Chris Ricciardi {s}
2073 New York Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11210-5423




