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Saturday, 3 May 1986

A. DIGGING NEW YORK: WHAT WE CAN LEARN FROM ARCHAEOLOGY
IN THE CITX

1. Planniﬂ;fad Excavation

Betsy Kearns
Historical Perspectives

Archaeological projects in New York City are dene by
xmhnfmudw1muwumswbynawwus
performing legally mandated work. But no matter who
is doing the digging, two basic questions must be
answered before excavation can begin: 1) Is there a
site? and if so, 2) What is its perimpeter? Methods
and techniques have been developed to answer both
these questions and to ccpe with the unique problems
likely to arise in urban situations.

2. The Txcavation of Archaeological Sites

Arnold Pickman
New York University

>
The techniques used by archaeclogists in site
excavation are discussed with examples taken from New
York City sites. The topics include the location
of excavation units, tools used, types of deposits
encountered, separation of stratigraphic units, ;
treatment of archaeological features, record keepingﬂ
and drawing of profiles.

3. Stone Tools: New York City's Prehistoric Resource

Annette Silver
Kew York uUniversity

This is a discussion of what archaeologists have
learned 6f prehistoric life in New York City from the:
study of the major prehistoric artifact category —
stone tools and manufacturing waste. They have learned
about culture chronmolegy, tool functien, prenistoric
food gathering, and regional trade contacts from the
study of these artifacts. Information on the Native
American occupants of sites and their attitudes towards
eraftsmanship, technical innovation, and conservatism
can be learned as well. '

5. From Duteh Pipkins tc Chinese Teawares: Ceramics in
New Yorx City

Meta Janowitz

Louis Berger and Associates and the ity University of
New York

This paper describes the ceramics froa several Rew Yorl
City sites using a historical framework. In the 17th
century, pecple used stenewares {rom Europe and
porcelains from the Orient alongside locally made and
imported earthenwares, By the 19th century, wares frol
England dcominated the market but Aserican manufacturie
were starting to develop. Examples from both of these
tise periods 1llustrate the changes which occurred in
New !crkcgj? use of ceramics and the types of

information that can be obtained frow sherds and
vessels. -
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5. Socking Pipes and the Archaeoclogist: What Caﬁ Be
Learned from the Study of Clay Tebaceo Pipes

Diane Dallal T .
Grossman and Associates Inc,

Clay tobacce pipes are useful tesporal indicators of
site occupation periocds. They were easily broken,
which sade their period of use short. Changes in bowl
morphology as well as the fact that pipesakers
identified their products with distinctive marks allow
archaeclogists to use thea as dating tools. Pipes can
be examined in a nuamber of ways to determine their
relative date of deposit, place of origin, and the name
of their manufacturer,

6. The wWharves of Early New York: An Archaeclogical :3_ Excavations at Fifty-Tnird at Third
Perspective on the Dockbuilding Trades

Frederick A. Winter

Roselle E. Henn Key Peraspectives

The City University of New York and

Diana diZerega Wall were conducted at the

Archaeclogical test excavations

: April
New York University Fifty-Third at Third site in Manhattan d%:i?inez

v 1983, Tne work was spensored .by ier:::ky;rds of three
The develcpment of early New York City was closely tied Interests, Inc. Excavattﬁns ihtt :“ tenements revealed
to the growth of its waterfront. While there has been late 19th century brick "prewnston

ls
much discussion about maritime coamerce and the port the remains of ceramics, coins, nnddo;::; ::::::;veiy
itself, little i3 known about the wharves and piers including evidence that the site ha oen fills
which make up its physical structure or the pecple who altered prior to development, uit; :;re than three
built them. Archaeologists have uncovered portions of depcaited on the site te depths ©
17th, 18th, and 19th century wharves, Recent work at
the Assay Site has provided a rare opportunity te
exanine these wharves, learn about how they were built,
and dbegin to understand their bduilders.

meters.

B. EXCAVATION UPDATE

1. New York's Harbor Islands

this
renacctogioal . " We wish to thank all those whe helu‘:eda::k;.rucularly
Archaeclogical Consultant e o e po;s::ICEity e particur
[} e
grateful to the Museun ‘ e enbers
t Van Buskirk an
especially te Margare ' T el l
tions Department,
the Museun's Public Rela

ig to those whe participated in the prograa and &ll
those whe attended.

Recently, during preparation for the Statue of
Liberty's upcoming centennial, Native American shell
middens were uncovered on Liberty and Ellis Islands.
With PANYC's encouragement, these unexpected finds were
explored and documented-by the National Park Service,

; Committee
Slides are used to illustrate these explorations and The_1986 PANYC Sy:gi;iuzh.tr
selected aspects of the development cof these two : . Diansa di%er:satuell'
historic harbor islands. Anne-Marie Lan
Joan H. Gelsmar
2. Archaeclogical Excavaticn at Snug Harbor, Staten ‘ Lillian Naar
Island

Sherene Baugher
Archaeclegy Program
New York City Landmarks Preservaticn Commission

In August 1985 almost 2,000 househcld artifacts were
uncevered in an archaeclogical excavation at Snug
Harbor Zultural Center, Staten Island, The New York
City Landmarks Preservation Cemmission's "dig® on city~
owned property unearthed material discarded by 19th
century staff members of Sailers' Snug Harbor, tne
first institution in the U, S, for retired and disabled
seamen (1833-1976). The archaeclogical study revealed
informaticn abeut the 19th century social
stratification within the closed ccmmunity of Sailers'
Snug Harbor,






