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Hi All. Can’t believe this is the last meeting till Fall, and of  course my first as president. 
Kelly will be a hard act to follow. That said, it’s been a busy couple of  months. Uppermost 
in my mind is the flurry of  activity surrounding the Landmarks Commission’s proposed 
amendments to existing Rules. The Rules are not to be confused with the Landmarks Law, 
which is inviolable, but are guidelines the staff  uses to make decisions related to 
landmarked properties. Viewed as an opportunity to formalize archaeological practice at the 
commission, I attended the related hearing to testify on PANYC’s behalf. It was also an 
opportunity for everyone and anyone to send letters to express what they considered 
important, and I thank those of  you who did so (you know who you are). Unfortunately I 
never had the opportunity to read our testimony although I waited my turn for over two 
hours. The text, which was entered into the record, will be found in this newsletter as will 
several letters written on PANYC’s behalf. Also, Meredith Linn, our President-Elect, and I 
had the opportunity to meet with Sybil Young, who has taken on John Krawchuk’s role as 
the preservation specialist at Parks. A very friendly and I think productive meeting. And 
then, of  course, on May 8, the PANYC public program was held at the Museum of  the City 
of  New York, our 38th such event at the museum. It was a really good evening, remarkably 
well attended, and we all thank Lynn Rakos for so expertly making it happen and hopefully 
paving the way for our museum association to continue. So those are the major happenings 
since our last meeting, at least those that are impressed on my mind. And now I wish 
everyone a wonderful summer.  

Joan Geismar
PANYC President



March 15, 2018 | 6:00 PM
Neighborhood Preservation Center

232 East 11th Street, New York, New York
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PRESENT:
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT:

TREASURER'S REPORT:

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Britt, Cantwell, Czerkowicz, Geismar, Linn, MacLean, Martin, Pickman, Rakos, Schuldenrein, 
Stone, Wall

None.

(Geismar reported for the Treasurer at this meeting.) The ending balance for January 2018 was $4339.28. There 
are 36 paid members, along with Ralph Solecki. Some people still owe for 2017. As of  2018, the dues are now 
$25. Of  our newest members, only one has sent in their dues. Martin will send out letters to the new members 
specifically. This report was approved unanimously by those present. (Schuldenrein paid his 2018 at the 
meeting, while others will mail their payment to Spritzer.)

Britt said that she had planned to consolidate the committee reports into one larger and faster report but that 
many committee’s had things they needed to talk about specifically at this meeting. However, this is something 
that could be considered for future meetings.

ADVOCACY/EDUCATION
This committee has combined into one committee from two separate committees: Advocacy and Education. 
This happened because, at this moment, all but one of  the committee members are on both committees and 
Britt agreed to join Education. 

There was a meeting in November and the minutes can be shared more generally if  any are interested but 
included here is a summary of  the meeting. (Thanks Diane George for compiling the minutes to that meeting.)

“In summary, there were four goals that came out of  the meeting:
1. Raising public awareness of  PANYC as the go-to source for press information (and first figuring out how 
to do this, possibly with the help of  someone (a student?) in marketing
2. Outreach to graduate students, getting them involved in PANYC, possibly through topical discussions
3. Outreach to professionals, probably through a collections cataloguing project
4. Working on legislative and policy issues - someone needs to tap in to SAA, SHA, AAA (and maybe RPA -
we didn’t mention this but I’m adding it)”

Members at the general PANYC meeting also discussed opening up various events to other like-minded 
organizations. For example, MacLean is working on an event called “Brick and Mortar” with John Walsh from 
Highbridge Consulting for the Fall. Graduate students could be encouraged to become more involved in 
PANYC. For Linn, the subtext of  the meeting was to figure out how to get us on that student radar, tapping 
into students who have things to offer, events to be involved in. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (CONTINUED):

The committee plans going forward involve marketing/PR, outreach to graduate students, and to 
professionals and organizations such as the SAA and SHA subcommittees who might be able to help on 
policy questions.

And thanks to Stone and Geismar, PANYC now has business cards and bright buttons.

There was a side discussion about the membership list here. We need to send out renewals and to remind 
new members in a separate email. There was discussion about how to organize the main members list more 
efficiently and who should hold the list. It was proposed that the members list could be contained in a 
Google doc that can be shared and edited by the necessary individuals (namely the president, treasurer and 
secretary) which would allow them all to each see changes and additions without concern about what version 
they are looking at. The problem of  updating out of  use emails was addressed as well.

ARCHIVES
Linn says that she’s still organizing the documents in Dropbox but, in general, the scanning is complete. 
Maclean said that there may be a box that needs assessment. She will con-firm and tell the committee. Linn 
added that the job of  this committee now is to organize how best to archive our modern materials.

AWARDS
Cantwell announced that they are meeting next week.

ELECTION
Britt and Stone (committee members) told those present that PANYC needs to update the election 
guidelines. As this is a board meeting issue, they are revising the guidelines to be dis-cussed at the next board 
meeting.

Stone added that she and Meade had a conversation about how there may be an easy way to do an 
anonymous electronic ballot for future elections as well. 

HISTORIC HOUSE TRUST (HHT)
Geismar will write a letter to John Krawchuk which will include a business card and button.

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSON (LPC)
Geismar brought up the upcoming change in the LPC Rules which may allow for greater oversight in 
archaeology. They cannot change the law itself  but perhaps a guideline or rule about archaeology can be 
added into the existing historic preservation rule. This is very exciting and important for the future of  
archaeological research in NYC. There will be a hearing on Tuesday, March 27th and anyone can give a 
statement for 3 minutes. Information will be provided to the membership in general about where this 
meeting will be. Members present listened to a previously written statement by Geismar. They had two edits 
but approved this statement for the hearing. She will go to the meeting and give this statement on behalf  of  
PANYC.

(CONTINUED)
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (CONTINUED):

Stone suggested that we should invite our new networking friends from the NPC and Historic Districts 
Council (HDC) to see if  they can also go to the meeting to give a statement in favor of  our archaeological 
suggestions.

An announcement with a form letter will be sent out to members so that they can easily write to the LPC 
about their feelings on this matter as well. Wall added that this issue shows that PANYC still really does matter. 
Archaeology isn’t safe in NYC yet. We only have a repository for a few more years. Those present are in 
agreement.

MUNICIPAL ARTS SOCIETY (MAS)
See above discussion

MEMBERSHIP
See discussion about the membership list in the Advocacy and Education commit-tee report.

MET CHAPTER
MacLean and Wall will talk about making “Brick and Mortar” a joint event between the Met Chapter and 
PANYC.

NEWSLETTER
Thank you so much to Meade for the Newsletter yet again. It looks great!

NEW YORK ARCHAEOLOGICAL COUNCIL (NYAC)/NEW YORK STATE ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATION(NYSAA)
Stone announced that there will be a one day soils workshop through NYAC on May 11 and 12. Members 
have the choice in day. Martin will send the flyer out to members. The next NYSAA meeting will be at the end 
of  March, with a documentary video competition organized for March 27th.

PARKS
Linn made an announcement that the Seneca Village Advisory Board has recently met with Marie Warsh, from 
the Central Park Conservancy, and members of  Community Board #10 about how best to create a 
commemoration and memorialization of  the site. The Conservancy has also been supportive of  the project by 
helping with the creation of  technical drawings. Maclean suggested that Geismar could send a letter to the new 
person who replaced John Krawchuk. This person is interested in archaeology and could be a helpful contact 
for PANYC.

PUBLIC PROGRAM
Rakos announced that this year’s topic is landfill. Joan Geismar, Joe Schuldenrein, Kevin Wiley, and Robin 
Nagle are our speakers. As of  now, she is still in discussion with the MCNY about the exact organization of  
the program and about a moderator. She said that the committee is meeting briefly after this meeting and 
hopes to have a conference call tomorrow (3/16/18) with Tracy McFarlan who is with the museum.

The Public Program will be on May 8th Tuesday, at 6:30pm at the Museum of  the City of  New York.

(CONTINUED)
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (CONTINUED):

Rakos believes that we need to have a good program and with a large audience because the museum is getting 
more complicated to negotiate with. Work on the next program should begin fair-ly early in the Fall as well. 
Stone said that she is recently involved in a committee with her college alma mater and they are going to send 
out the email to their members in the area about the event which all present agree might help with attendance. 
Linn suggested that we, or the program speakers, could write a set of  questions for the audience members to 
ask to ensure that our panel-ists have a productive and successful event. Members present agreed to this idea.

All present also thanked Rakos profusely for her hard work on the contract and on the event.

WEBSITE
Britt said that this is high on her agenda as of  now.

(CONTINUED)

OLD BUSINESS:

Buttons were handed out. All present thanked Geismar and Stone for working on the business cards and 
buttons. PANYC’s meaning and future was brought up here again. Wall suggested that it could be helpful to 
read other organizations’ mission statements. We need to see our job as just starting.

NEW BUSINESS:

MacLean brought up a subject that was deemed very important by members present. She has witnessed large 
buildings being developed on properties so close to the boundaries of  adjacent properties that they are 
undercutting those smaller/older foundations. She questioned whether anyone present knew if  ground rights 
are regulated like air rights with regards to historic districts. Foundations are being undermined yet it’s going 
under the radar. Questions were raised here about who would regulate this. Is it DOB? Landmarks can get 
involved in air rights if  it’s an historic district so could they if  this was brought to their attention? Is this also 
something to bring to like-minded organizations such as HDC and LPC? Czerkowicz and Linn discussed the 
legal battles that the Merchant House Museum has been involved in due to construction next door that is 
affecting the building. Perhaps someone there could be contacted about what they think and who they talk to 
when such things happen.

Geismar then related to those present that she received a letter from Bob Isaac asking if  anyone would like to 
organize a program about the 100th anniversary of  The Explorers Club. Cantwell mentioned that Bill Parry is 
doing new work on this right now and might be a good resource or a speaker for the event. Geismar asked if  
Cantwell would consider speaking as well. None were able to commit to organizing the event however. This 
will be told to Bob Isaac.

ANNOUNCEMENT:

The next meeting is May 22, from 6-8pm. We will pick the next meeting dates at that time and discuss the 
addition of  two more meetings for the general membership.
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ELECTION RESULTS:

The Election results were then announced by Britt at this time.

President: Joan Geismar
President Elect: Meredith Linn
Secretary: Lizzie Martin
Treasurer: Shelley Spritzer 

Board: 
Anne-Marie Cantwell
Elizabeth Meade
Jessica Maclean 
Linda Stone
Diana Wall

Geismar and all present thanked Britt for her great work as President these last two years. Stone said she will 
help the new board members and officers join the PANYC board yahoo group. And Geismar will begin 
checking the general email address. 

The meeting was adjourned.

END OF MINUTES

(CONTINUED)

SEEKING NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS!
Elizabeth Meade (the PANYC Newsletter editor) and I want to begin a tradition of  having the 

PANYC Newsletter serve as a venue for scholarly exchange. We want to begin by having a 
Newsletter section on current research and towards that end we are asking all of  our members 

to contribute a short paragraph or two on what they have been up to, whether it is a CRM 
report or one's own research, a dissertation or a term paper, a poem or an essay, or whatever. 

Our only requirement is that it be related (however remotely) to PANYC's focus on the 
archaeology of  Greater New York City. 

Please limit your report to a paragraph or two. We may have to edit them if  they are too long - 
please don't take offense.  And please send your research reports to Diana Wall at 

diana.diz.wall@gmail.com Thank you!  

Best, Diana
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Rutgers Alumni Magazine Profiles Rakos
PANYC member Lynn Rakos, an alumna of  Rutgers, was recently featured in the school's alumni magazine. 
The profile highlighted Rakos' recent work in Laos, where she recently served as the Scientific Recovery 
Expert directing the excavation of  an F-4 crash site from the Vietnam War. 

Check out the article here:
http://ucmweb.rutgers.edu/magazine/ebook/winter2018/html5forpc.html?page=77 

The Dutch and the English Blog by Michael Lorenzini 
Michael Lorenzini of  the New York City Department of  Records and Information Services/New York City 
Municipal Archives created a wonderful 5-part blog that focuses on the wall of  Wall Street. The URL for the 
5th installment, provided here, offers access to all the installments. PANYC President Joan Geismar 
recommends it whole-heartedly!

Check out the blog here:
http://www.archives.nyc/blog/2017/2/9/the-dutch-the-english-part-1-good-fences-a-history-of-wall-street 

PANYC PRESIDENT TESTIFIES BEFORE LPC
On March 27, 2018, on behalf  of  PANYC, I attended the Landmarks Preservation’s public 
hearing regarding proposed amendments to existing Landmarks Rules (please note: this has no 
effect on, and is separate from, the Landmarks Law). The amendments to the Rules, which are 
meant to guide staff  in their interactions with those seeking permits and actions related to 
Landmarked properties, clearly mainly were unwelcome to those in attendance. An intended 
effect of  the amended Rules is to reduce the number of  LPC hearings and thus lower the cost to 
both the agency and the applicant while speeding up the process. However, those who testified, 
and those who attended and reacted to the testimonies, were against the amendments mostly 
because the proposed changes would effectively eliminate or at least reduce public interaction in 
the landmarking process. The room was packed (I was in a crowded anteroom as the hearing 
room was completely full), feelings were high, and general disapproval was obvious. 
Unfortunately, after waiting my turn to speak for more than two hours, I had to leave without 
reading our testimony (found elsewhere in the newsletter). However, Jeremy Woodoff  from 
NYCDDC (formerly at LPC), who was also waiting to testify, kindly offered to hand it in for me, 
so I understand it was entered into the record. Perhaps to be continued…or not. 

Joan Geismar
PANYC President

See pages 8 and 9 for the complete testimony.



 

Professional Archaeologists of New York City, Inc. 
 
 

 

 

Good morning. I am Joan Geismar and I thank the Chair and 

Commissioners for the opportunity to speak on behalf of Professional 

Archaeologist of New York City, Inc., appropriately known as PANYC 

with a “Y.” 

 

Let me say we applaud the Landmarks Commission and its mandated 

protection of the city’s irreplaceable properties. As we see it, archaeology 

has always been a part of the Commission’s mandate but not of its 

practice. We at PANYC feel it’s time to address this.  

 

I quote from the Commission’s founding principle: “(It is) a matter of 

public policy that the protection … perpetuation, and use of 

improvements ...and features of special historical or aesthetic interest or 

value is a public necessity.” 

 

Since Landmark’s is currently considering amending its Rules, we are 

proposing a new Rule under Section 2-16, the section that addresses 

excavation in the backyards of privately owned landmarked houses, or 

houses in landmark districts. We propose that the Landmarks mandate 

should now require either archaeological excavation or avoidance and 

protection of archaeological features not institutionally recognized under 

current agency practice. 

 

The features of major concern are abandoned water cisterns in proximity 

to the back of age-appropriate buildings, and privy pits in the rear 5 feet 

of the yard. These are both features that contain invaluable historical 

information. Privies and cisterns fit the Landmark definition of  

“improvements” as well as “features of special historical interest” and 

require the Commission’s attention. 

 

We propose that a property owner of an age-appropriate building—for 

example, in Manhattan one constructed before 1875—have two options 

to address these features: one, to archaeologically evaluate and excavate 

the feature prior to construction, or, two, to preserve and protect it in 



 

place to allow for future excavation. It is vital that we not ignore these sources of 

unique historical information but have tried to be reasonable in defining these options 

so as not to add an undue or unnecessary burden on private property owners. 

 

To endure and remain relevant, a city and its agencies must evolve and Landmarks is 

a positive example: currently, it is not only age and aesthetics that determine 

landmark eligibility, but also cultural significance. And now it’s time for Landmarks 

to embrace its responsibility to archaeological features on privately owned property 

in its purview if only with the suggested protocol. These relics from the city’s past 

offer information available only through archaeological investigation. They should 

not be ignored. Once archaeological features are impacted, invaluable information is 

lost forever and our city and its history are diminished.  

 

Thank you.  
Respectfully submitted, March 27, 2018 

Joan H. Geismar 

PANYC President 

40 East 83 Street 

New York, NY 10028 

212 734-6512 

joan.geismar@gmail.com 
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Recent correspondence issued by the PANYC president on behalf  of  PANYC are included 
on the following pages. The following is a brief  summary of  the correspondence and the 
relevant issues that inspired them:

A letter was submitted to the President and Majority and Monitory Leaders of  the Arizona 
State Senate asking them to reject Arizona House Bill 2498 as Amended, which would have 
permitted non-professional archaeologists to conduct archaeological investigations. For more 
information, see: http://rpanet.org/page/AZHB2498/Action-Needed--AZ-HB-2498.htm.

Letters were submitted to John Krawchuck, recently appointed Executive Director of  the 
Historic House Trust of  New York City, and Sybil Young, newly appointed Preservation 
Projects Manager at the Olmsted Center, congratulating them on their new positions.

PANYC Members have submitted the following updates about upcoming publications:

* Anne-Marie Cantwell and Diana diZ. Wall are working on a book on the archaeology of  New 
Netherland. 

* Diane George and Bernice Kurchin have co-edited a volume on the Archaeology of  Identity and 
Dissonance, due from the University Press of  Florida by the end of  the year. The book is a collection of  
case studies involving the creation and re-creation of  individual and group identities in contexts of  radical 
change, upheaval, or disjunction. The authors use the theory and methods of  historical archaeology to 
consider various aspects of  identity, such as race, class, and gender, looking for ways to understand their 
fluid and intersecting nature, and the active process of  identity production through the use of  the material 
world. The contexts range from New York, to the Great Lakes, the Caribbean, the North Atlantic, and 
Northern Africa. The chapters incorporate a wide range of  data types: excavated materials, archives, 
landscapes, architecture, and novels. PANYC members Kelly Britt, Jessica MacLean, Meredith Linn, Diana 
Wall, Nan Rothschild, Lizzie Martin, and Marcus Watson have contributed chapters to the book.

* Diana Wall, Nan Rothschild, and Meredith Linn have just finished the Seneca Village site report and are 
about to distribute it to over-seeing agencies.  

* Arthur Bankoff,  Nan Rothschild, Amanda Sutphin, and Jessica Striebel MacLean are working on a book 
telling the   story of  New York’s history  through the artifacts at the Repository.

RESEARCH UPDATES FROM PANYC MEMBERS
Compiled by Diana Wall



 

Professional Archaeologists of New York City, Inc. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 9, 2018 
 
The Honorable Steve Yarbrough, President, Arizona State Senate, SYARBROUGH@azleg.gov 
The Honorable Kimberly Yee, Senate Majority Leader KYEE@azleg.gov 
The Honorable Katie Hobbs, Senate Minority Leader, KHOBBS@azleg.gov 
 
Re: House Bill 2498 as Amended 
 
Dear Senators Yarbrough, Yee, and Hobbs: 
 
The greater archaeological community, represented here by Professional Archaeologists of 
New York City, Inc. (PANYC), a non-profit organization of practicing archaeologists, 
agency archaeologists, and educators, is deeply concerned by Arizona House Bill 2498. If 
passed by the senate as amended, which allows potentially inadequately trained practitioners 
to conduct defining archaeological surveys, it could not only foster destruction of Arizona’s 
unique, irreplaceable cultural heritage, but also set a dangerous precedent that could 
negatively impact cultural resources throughout the nation. That this bill should emanate 
from a state with unprecedented archaeological resources is particularly disturbing. 
Obviously, Arizona ranchers, the mining industry, and the utilities industry, as well as the 
costs of heritage resource investigations performed on Arizona State lands, are valid 
concerns. However, surely there are better solutions than to sanction potential mishandling or 
destruction of the state’s cultural resources. We urge the senate not to pass House Bill 2498 
as amended to allow rethinking of the issue with input from cultural heritage professionals 
and Tribal Representatives, thereby possibly setting a ground-breaking precedent that could 
be a positive rather than a destructive model for the rest of the nation. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Joan H. Geismar 
PANYC President 
212 734-6512 
 

 
 





 

Professional Archaeologists of New York City, Inc. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
April 17, 2018  
 
Ms. Sybil Young 
Preservation Projects Manager  
The Olmsted Center 
117-2 Roosevelt Avenue 
Corona, NY 11368 
Sybil.Young@parks.nyc.gov 
 
Dear Ms. Young, 
 
Somewhat belatedly, Professional Archaeologists of New York City, Inc. (PANYC) 
would like to introduce our organization to you and to congratulate you on your role 
in addressing historic preservation. Most specifically, we are pleased that your 
oversight includes archaeological issues on Parkland. In this regard, might it be 
possible for you to meet with some of our members, which not only includes 
practicing archaeologists but also academic and agency archaeologists? If so, we 
would be pleased to do so at your convenience. Please do not hesitate to contact me 
in this or any other regard. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PANYC President  
40 East 83rd Street  
New York, NY 10028  
212 734-6512  
joan.geismar@gmail.com 
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New York at its Core: The Archaeology, May 8, 2018 | Museum of  the City of  New York

Tracy Mcfarlan (left foreground), Director of  Programs for the MCNY, with 
assistants and Lynn Rakos (right), PANYC’s 2018 program chair, 
welcoming the large audience. 

PANYC awardees (l-r): Deputy Comptroller Michael Lambert (representing 
Scott Stringer),  Marie Warsh, Anne-Marie Cantwell (PANYC Awards 

Chair) and Christopher Nolan

The annual PANYC Public Program was held on May 8, 2018 at the Museum of  the City of  New York. This year's 
program, "New York at its Core: The Archaeology," focused on the archaeology of  New York's landfill. Highlights 
are presented below and the program is included on the following page. Photos courtesy of  Jeanne Kisbert.

Joan Geismar presenting her talk; a view of  processing artifacts from the 175 
Water Street site is on the screen. 

Kevin Wiley during his talk, with a partial image of  
Manhattan landfill on the screen to the left. 

Robin Nagle spoke about Dead Horse Bay in Queens. Artifacts on 
the beach are shown on the screen to the left. 

Joe Schuldenrein illustrated how landfill has altered Manhattan as well 
as other parts of  the world and explored past and future attitudes toward 

trash.  

Jim O’Grady (far left) moderated the discussions that 
followed the presentations. While Joe Schuldenrein is 
talking, Joan Geismar, Robin Nagle, and Kevin Wiley 
listen and wait to speak and answer questions from the 
audience. 



 

Professional Archaeologists of New York City, Inc. (PANYC) is a 
non-profit organization of local professional archaeologists 
concerned with preserving and protecting the archaeological and 
historical resources of New York City and educating the community 
about our cultural heritage. We would like to thank all those who 
made this year’s PANYC Public Program possible. This includes 
staff members of the Museum of the City of New York, especially 
Tracy McFarlan, Public Programs Manager as well as this year’s 
PANYC Public Program Committee: Lynn Rakos, Kevin Wiley, Linda 
Stone and Arnold Pickman.  We especially thank all who 
participated in the program and all who attended. 
 
Check out all of our talks, performances, and screenings:
mcny.org/events 

For discount tickets and other benefits, become a Member or 
renew: 
mcny.org/membership
 
Take a scholar-led private group tour of our exhibitions:
mcny.org/grouptours

Join us for family programs and student tours:
mcny.org/education

Sign up for our newsletter at mcny.org  

Our Sponsors:  
Major funding for New York at Its Core and associated programs provided 
by James G. Dinan and Elizabeth R. Miller, Pierre DeMenasce, The 
Thompson Family Foundation, Jerome L. Greene Foundation in honor 
of Susan Henshaw Jones, Heather and Bill Vrattos, Charina Endowment 
Fund, National Endowment for the Humanities, Citi, and Zegar Family 
Foundation.

#MCNYlive 
@MuseumofCityNY

T O N I G H T ’ S 
P R O G R A M

Medicine bottles recovered from landfill at the Riverside Site, courtesy of Geoarcheology Research Associates, Inc.



Tuesday, May 8, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.

I. WELCOME REMARKS  
 
II. PRESENTATION OF PANYC AWARD WINNERS: 
Awards are presented for outstanding contributions made by a non-
archaeologist to New York City archaeology.  
 
 

III. PANELISTS PRESENTATIONS:  
First Trash, Then Land, Then Archaeological Treasure
Dr. Joan Geismar, LLC
Presentation Abstract:  
In the early 1980s, archaeological investigations in Lower Manhattan 
revealed unprecedented details about colonial era landfill. The most 
spectacular artifact uncovered was a 100-foot merchant ship repurposed to 
structure the landfill and keep the East River at bay.

Professional Background:  
Geismar is an archaeological consultant in the New York City-area. A 
founding member of PANYC, she serves on the Preservation Committee 
of the Municipal Art Society, and is the recipient of numerous preservation 
awards. In 1999, she was designated a New York City Centennial Historian. 

Talking Trash: Manhattan’s Made Land
Dr. Kevin Wiley, Geoarcheology Research Associates
Presentation Abstract:  
Over the past 250 years, the shores of Manhattan have been artificially 
expanded through land reclamation projects that often used trash to create 
new land. Who were the people involved in these projects and what can 
archaeology reveal about their lives? 

Professional Background:  
Wiley is senior archaeologist at Geoarcheology Research Associates and 
a visiting scholar at NYU. He has worked on prehistoric and historic sites 
in the Northeast U.S. and throughout Central Europe and specializes in 
computerized mapping and spatial analysis of archaeological data.

Image courtesy of LO3 Energy, Brooklyn Microgrid

Image courtesy of Cloud Factory
Garnette Cadogan; Jay McInerney, photo by Marian Ettlinger

Excavation of shoring within Riverside Site landfill in Manhattan courtesy of Geoarcheology Research Associates, Inc.

The Quick and the Dead Horse Bay
Dr. Robin Nagle, NYC Department of Sanitation and New York University
Presentation Abstract:  
Brooklyn’s Dead Horse Bay was used as a dump and landfill for nearly a 
century. Now, its inventory is slowly being unburied by winds and tides. 
Thousands of objects cover the spit of beach marking the northwest 
entrance to Jamaica Bay, are they trash or treasure? 

Professional Background:  
Nagle is the anthropologist-in-residence at the NYC Department of Sanitation 
and professor of anthropology and environmental studies at NYU’s School 
of Liberal Studies. Her most recent book is Picking Up: On the Streets and 
Behind the Trucks with the Sanitation Workers of New York City (2014).

Today’s Trash, Tomorrow’s Urban Heritage?  
Re-Conceptualizing Landfill and the Archaeology of New York’s Core
Dr. Joseph Schuldenrein, Geoarcheology Research Associates
Presentation Abstract:  
New York City’s archaeological core is dominated by landfill. Some view 
this landfill as an obstacle to older discard, which is seen as more valuable. 
Instead, we propose that technology and the pervasiveness of this discard 
force us to reconceptualize landfill and  archaeological integrity. 

Professional Background:  
Schuldenrein is principal archaeologist and president of Geoarcheology 
Research Associates. A former Fulbright Fellow in geology and archaeology 
and fellow of the Field Museum of Chicago, Schuldenrein received his Ph.D. in 
environmental archaeology at the University of Chicago.

IV. DISCUSSION AND AUDIENCE QUESTIONS:   
Moderated by Jim O’Grady, a reporter for New York Public Radio who lives 
in Brooklyn. O’Grady has told stories on NPR, Studio 360 with Kurt Andersen, 
and This American Life. He has also hosted Midday Live on WNYC and is a 
Moth GrandSLAM storytelling champ. 
 
 
This is the 38th annual program presented in partnership with 
Professional Archaeologists of New York City (PANYC). 
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