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Chris
Rectangle


Minutes of the PANYC General Membership Meeting i
CUNY Graduate Center, Room 1126, November 18, 1986 |

Wall called the meeting to order at 7:00

Secretary’s Report: Minutes of the September 24, 1986 meeting were

corrected to read: "president’s Report: ...0’'Dwyer..."; “City Archaeclogy
Poliocy: ...Henn would like to meet..."; “Museum: ...1ts lecture series
effort..."; 'Research and Planning: Sue Henry and T. Klein are
planning... ; "Standards: _..PANYC accept standards on trial basis, for
one year..."; "0ld Business: 2. ... opportunities and hazards. ...While

the program...NEPA,...“ “With these corrections the minutes were accepted.

Treasurer’s Report: wall for Winter, balance in PANYC account $1,115.53 as
of this meeting.

President’s Report: 1. Regarding the 17 State Street project, an exhibit
is to serve as mitigation at site. The final E.I.S. contained five
proposals for an exhibition and the Daveloper supported the solution
proposed by the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) (which stipulates
that the developer provide 1,500 sq. ft. of space; $100,000 a year for
curatorial staff; and insurance and security costs). The developer is to
select the designer and curator while LPC is to approve the exhibait
content. Landmarks proposal has not been approved by the Board of
Standards and Appeals. 2. PANYC members are urged to write letters to
Herbert Sturz, Chairman of City Planning alerting him of the need to close
the loophole in the law that allowed the developer for 17 State Street to
destroy archaeoclogical deposits before they were assessed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Action: No report.

AIA Participation: Salwen noted that arrangements ware being made for self-
guided walking tours of downtown and Greenwich Village sites during the
1987 meating scheduled for Decamber.

Awards: No report.

city Agency Policy: Name of committee confirmed by membership. A letter
was sent to Baugher on pehalf of PANYC requesting a meeting.

Curation: No report.

Legislation: Advisory Council Regulations for 36 CFR 800 are in the
November Newslettar.

Museum: Geismar reported that this committee met with Robert Macbonald,
Director of the Museum of the City of New York, and he 1s open to having a
Museum sponsored program on archaeology. In the future there 1s a
possibility of an exhibition on archaeology.



Native American Affairs: Cantwell announced that there will be an open

meeting of this committee on December 16th at 7 P.M. at New York
University. Basa and Vetter will provide an overview of national and
regional issues on Native American concerns and the archaesology profession.

Newsletter: Cohen and T. Kleln were thanked for photocopying the November
Newsletter. Wall and Cantwell are working on the next Special Publication
of the Newsletter; please send contributions for this publication to them.

Public Program: Orgel reported that the date for the next public program
at the Museum of the City of New York is set for Saturday, March 21, 1987.
Speakers on Manhattan are needed. Speakers include Askins, DeCarle, Ceci,

Geismar, Gilbert, Stone, and Winter.

Research and Planning: Rubinson announced a New York City workshop on "A
Synthesis of Urban Archaeological Research” (scheduled for December 12 at
New York University) in preparation for a workshop at the 1987 SHA
meeting. Topics include: 1. consumer pehavicor and socio-economic status
(Wall); and 2. urban geography (Geismar). Data Standardization Schemes
(prepared by T. Klein) for participants to organize information were

distributed.

standards: Pickman for Rothschild, names and addresses of persons to whom
standards should be sent should be mailed to Nan Rothschild at Barnard

College.

0ld Business: 1. Nurkin noted that the Abandoned Shipwreck Act S.2569 was
re-introduced in Congress and in 1ts current form gives salvagers an
important position on rights of action that allow them compensation for
their activities. States will also have difficulty enacting laws to
prevent salvagers from the forementioned such that protection of submerged
archaeological resources 1s endangered. Salwen proposed that an ad hoc
committee be formed to formulate a PANYC position statement on 5.25869 for
presentation to SHA. Nurkin, Rubinson, and Pagano volunteer. 2. Nurkin
noted a “"Windsor Terrace” case inp Brooklyn where the concept of the CE@R as
of right permit 1s reviewed. Ruling states that a Historic¢ District
locaticon does not regquire archaeologlcal work unless resource wWas made
known to agencies that i1ssue permits.

New Business: Salwen announced a request for cooperation in planning of an
archaeoclogy of Greenwich Village project. Research questions on suburbs in
the late 18th century have been developed and wi1ll be tested.

Respectfully Submitted, Daniel N. Pagano, PANYC Secretary 198&6/87




Martin G. Schreilner

Maptin Schreiner, or Matt, as we all knew hilm, died 1n his
sleep at his College Polnt home on Nov. 29, 1986, He was Tbyears
old. He had been 111 off and on for a couple years, with check-up
visits to hospitals. A life-long friend, he was an ardent student
of local archaeology. He was one of the founding members of the Metro-
politan Chapter of the New York State Archaeologlcal Associsation.,

Although Matt never had the benefits of a university education,
nevertheless he was well read in archaeology, and keenly followed |
the current news in his chosen avocatlon. I first met Matt on the |
College Point dig site Just about 50 years ago. He became one of the
core members of the Flushing Historical Society Anthropological Group,
which included Carlyle Smith, John E. Wilaon and myself as most active
in the fleld. Those were extremely busy week-ends before World War II,
when develovers and road bullders seemed to compete in tearing up the
last vestiges of landscape in Brooklyn, and Queens on western Long Is-
land. Through Carlyle Smith, who had taken a job directing WPA workers
on archaeological digs 1in Nebraska, Matt had a long field season with
the Nebraska Historical Society. The war put the situation on hold for
all of us. Matt was taken into the army originally on =& one year service
stint, which lengthened to something more sericus. He Bsaw combat 1in
North Africa and Italy in the European theatre. After the war, when
Smith went to teach in Kansas with a brand new doctorate, and I took
a position with the Smithsonlan Institution, Matt kept up his inter-
est in local archaeology. He joined forces with Julius Lopez and
Stanley Wisniewskl in the investigations of the fast dwindldng sites.
After Julius Lopez's unfortunately premature death, Matt continued on
with Stanley in local fleld jnvestigations, One of the locales they
explored wag in the neighborhood of Stanley's summer home at Miller

Place.

We are deeply lndebted for Matt's diligence amd his not small
part in helpling put together the corpus of knowledge about western
Long Island archaeoclogy. Without his efforts, we would certainly have
been that much poorer in our understanding of local prehistory. We
will miss his cheery smile, thoughtfulness, and simply good companion-
ship.

Matt left his field notebooks with me, part of the record of
sites our group had investigated. Hls collection of materisl has been
deposited in museums as part of joint glifts.

Ralph Soleckl

i



Digressions Archz2eologiczl.
Ralph Solecki

American archaeological English can present problems of under-
standing to the non-Americans. Worse, when a colloguialism is used.
To give an amusing example of how a simple phrase, but one full of
meaning, can cause consternation to a foreign reader, 1 cite one case
here, Parenthetically, I should add, it taught me a2 lesson. Write
so that a foreigner with a reading knowledge cf English will under-
stand clearly the voint I am making., It was in Baghdad in the early
1950's, and I was arranging for work at Shanidar. Robert Braidwood
had just come out with a publication following his work at Jarmo,

We all remember his m=ny popularisms like "incipient agriculture®,
which has given many of us some pause. 1 still vividly rememter

the day over 30 vears agowhen I opened the door of the Director of
Excavations in the Iraq Nuseum, and found the room hazy blue with
cigarette smoke., No one thought of associating cancer of the lungs
with cigarettes in those days. I could barely see the director, Fuad
Safar, who was practically enveloped in fumes. Normally a chain smok-
er, on this occasion he was a virtual smoke-stack. He was obviocusly
very agitated, seated at his desk, bouncing up and down on his spring
enshioned chazir, He greeted me by name with a loud shout, almost
startling me, his face brezking out in a huge smile. Open before him
were several dictionaries, English-Arabic, Arabic-English, Aramaic-
English, German-Arabic and a copy of Braidwood's new popular book on
Near Eastern archzeology, just out. Safsr's first words were, "Rolf,
what is "catch-as-catch-can culture"? Scholdr that he was, he ‘had
been thumbing through his dictionaries, looking up and pondering the
meaning of "can" (both the verb and tin can), "catech"”, M"as", and of
course, Mculture™, back and forth to no satisfactory outcome. There
was no one in Baghdad knowledgable for help that morning, that was
sure. I doubt that even if he had collared someone from the Americen
Embassy, they could not have helped. Finding a place on his desk after
pushing aside a large ash tray heaped with stale cigarette butts, I
tried vutting the phrase to a definition. It gave me plenty of pause
as I remember., How to translate an American colloguialism to an
educated Arsb of new Mesopotamia? But in the end I think I must have
satisfied him, And after that, he pressed a buzzer behind his desk,
and had the attendant who appeared immediately bring us a couple
rounds of good strong tea, YWe were able to get zround to my problems
of getting supplies for Shanidar Cave,




Archeologists say idea of
noble savage protecting the
environment is a myth.

By MALCOLM W. -BROWNE

ECENT discoveries in the southweste:
United States, southern Greece

the South Pacific have persuaded a
growing number of archeologists that
primitive people were much more destructive to
their habitat than had been generally belleved.
The current trend may finaily put an end to
what Dr. Jared M. Diamond describes as “the en-
vironmentalist myth” — an alleged bias of many
sclentists toward *‘the romanticized concept of
the ‘noble savage' " proclaimed by the 13th-cen-
tury philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau. Writ-
ing In the British journal Nature, Dr, Diamond, &
professor of physiology at the University of Cali-
fornia (Los Angeles) School of Medicine, cited
the destruction of plant specles on Eastet Island
and in the Chace Canyoo in northwestern New
Mexico as glaring examples of primitive hg{lﬁg(xg
abuse of the land:* .- .4 - ARLF
«The reason for this bias,” he h:am n mmhtgb
view, “Is that primitive peoples ve beett 80 hor-
ribly treaﬂvted by whites over the géhturiek that
many whites today justly feel a sense of guilt.
Scientists, among others, sometimes tend to
compensate for this in inappropriate ways. For
example, it has become politically and socially
ent to'write or speak of the role of the

 Mamori aboriginals of New Zealand in the extinc-

r‘

' ton of the moa (a large flightless bird); o of
~ early Polynesian settlers who brought abost the
-~ extinction of varicus Hawalian birds.”

G

Dr. Diamond and like-minded archeologists

. Heve that some societies have directly contrib-

uied to thelr own demise by abusing the lands on
which they lived. At the same time, & declining
soclety is likely to abandon sound conservation,
he said, and the spiral of decay becomes tighter.

Strong support for Dr. Diamond’s revisionist
point of view has come from Julip L. Betancourt,
an archeologist, and his colleaguesat the Univer-
sity of Arizona, who have extensively studled the
Anasazl Indian civilization that flourished in New
};gazico's Chaco Canyon from about 1008 A.D. to
1200 A.D. e

§
The Chaco Canyon has long fasginated and
mystified archeclogists. Its wmm%imnw.

believed to have been ancestors of nodein-day ,
bif:llt._the.- .

H_% and other Pueble Indian_grouds..
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impressive. !
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as high as five storiek and whose ruins are still .

Lok of this culture form an exhibit scheduled -

to open March 8 at New York’s Museum and

-Natural History.

Aithough archeologists consider Chaco Canyort
culture to have been almost as &
of the Maya in Central America, Chaco Canyon

. inhabitants were unable to sustain the life-giving

qualities of their environment. Mr. Betancourt

hasu:mrthedsomeclws_astowhﬂhappenedw .

them, thanks to the preservative qualities of

dvanced as that

New Findings Reveal Ancient Abusé of Lands
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crystallized rat urine. Lot

“Throughout the Anasazi reglon,”
Mr. Betancourt said in an interview,
“pack rats established nests and Jeft
middens” or ps. “The fects
and scraps they left in the middens
were soaked in urine, which dried and
crystallized, preserving the gecds and
plant fragmenits the rats had eaten.”

The rats always foraged within a
50-yard radius of their nests, he ex-
plained, and as many as 30 different

. plant specles are represented by fas-
silized seeds and twigs in each mid-
den. The age of the material s deter-
mined by analysis for radicactive
carbon 14. *

‘“This gives us a series of snapshots
of what plant species were growing in
the Chaco Canyon region at various

. times during-the history of -the re-

ol s SR
From this Kindof svidenc he said,
F';‘hyoua‘cazéo see quaf‘ o on in
r..the 2 w
!"and day, 8 &ﬂwfas%l!aster
1sland in the Pacific. Prior to 1,000

The change was irreversi .
Although the,_cause of the defare: .
station Is debated by scientists, Mr..
Betancourt believes thé evidence sup-,
ports the view that as the Chaco Can-
yon butlders used up local woodlands
for fuel and building, erosion de-
stroyed the top soil and deepened the
surface water channels that had been
important for irrigation, converting
them igte a useless ar-

R

. HThis accounts for the fact that the

geologlcal record shows us a major

. deepening of water channels ia the
areg hetween the 12th and 15th cen- .
turfss,” Mr. Betancourt sald. “It's
perfectly evident to me that people
beat the hell out of the environment
there, and then they moved."”

Today, he said, inhabitants of other

parts of the Southwest are once again
“gttacking pinyon-j r - wood-
iands, this time with trucks and chain

saws,”’ using the wood as fuel. It is es-
sential that the Federal Government
protect its national foresis from fur-
sald, if the fragile-

and landzpmseﬁnﬂn\p

become Wirriers apl car y
island was once tovered with
palms and cther trees, but when its
Polynesian population burned the
wood and began allowing livestock to
graze throughout the island, irrevers-
ible erosion destroyed the jopsail. By
the beginning of the .1 tary,
Easter Island was barren, and re-
mains so today. s

Anotker form of support for Dr.

Diamond’s thesis is em g ina
series of publishéd b§ a team
of Stanford Universify archeologists

who recently completed a three-year
expedition to the Southern Argolid —
a tongue of land- protruding from
southern Greece into the Mediterra-
nean, that has been inhabited by
human beings for the past 50,000
years. The Stanford group gathered
information and samples from 319
sites, seeking to determine whether a
relationship existed between the
vigor of regional soclety through the
ages and the record left in the soil
One of the team leaders, Dr. Curtis
N. Runpels. believes the results tend
to confirm Dr. Diamond's view that
early man strongly influenced his en-
vironment, often for the worse.
« “Bat this is not to say:that-man’s
impact was always destriéfive,” Dr.

Runnels osu?tdtm bi?s toan'o’i Tntége&.r:
b 'Ihrouah | ry -
~‘erfi Argolid, thereha L)g_‘umes ,
¢ when man has conse. and !
+i prevented eroeion, Mhar {imes :
. when he Jet* g0 {0 OB S

gauge the Heal '

* whert'the T populatiofi began to
grow rapidly, they soon made theif—
7 mari-on ¥ was left. ¢ ST -

“Roughly’ 5,000 years ago,-at
of the Bronze Ags,". he;
; said, the population of the-Southern

kArgolidhcreaseddra Ll , land 1
was cleared as agri becarne !
 intensive, and there was.a period of!
asevemu%__‘ We see fciearty
the great of siit that ‘was
washed down into the valleys and
bays at that time*” . -
To gauge the thickness of varikis |
- silt deposits cffshare, the Stanford*
team used a gide-gcan sonar appara-:
tus towed behind a boat to make echo !
sﬂc:undm85 of ihi_e ﬁ bottom_around ;

. the Southern Argolid. They discerned
. the position and_extent of offshore
as well 8 changes that had oc;
in the sed since the last

B ik 8

i
3
+
«
hl

4 - great Mycs"
lyilixAtio in about 1,600 B.C-
- until $t 48 n 1,000 B.C., we find nQ,

erosion at ail. The Mycenaeans w

ety o gp tad Sl
some‘df the o

T eraces 2hd check

; terraces eck dams that havé
{been rebuflt over the ages and are
still around.” - .
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But the great disadvantage of ters
racing, Dr. Runnels said, is that ter-
races must be’ constantly repaired
and kept from leaking. If livestock:
are allowed to trample and damage &'
terrace, rain water soon cuts a chan-
nel through it, down the.
dammed-up topsoil and initiating run-

away erosion that may be irrevers:,

ible,

The silting record shows that se¥
vere erosion occurred after the col-
lapse of the Mycenaean civilization,

,and that conservation practices were
' reinstituted only after the Classical

Greek period began some five cen-
turies befare- i “‘decline-
of Greek the
- third eentury B.C. and about 50 B.C.¢
. another l[;eriod "of seyere erosion i&
detectable In silt pd , Dr. Run-

nels said. A revival of sound agricul-

tursl practice occurred during the '

Roman era, but erosion set in again i

the sixth century A-D. after the fail of «
in the

Rome. Two more social crises:
Southern Argolid are discernable in

silt_ patterns of the medieval period |
and of the past two centuries, Dr: .

Runaels said.

The current silting may be related; .
he said, to increased grazing on up- °

*land slopes, neglect of “terrace re-

"

|

, or a decrease in the buying popuia-

L

, the caltivation of such high-
value crops as lemons (which con-
sume large amounts of water), ant
the growth of the tourist industry at:
the expense of soil conservation.

“Right now, the people of the area_
are pushing for fast profits. But even
a slight downturn in world conditions,

tion of Athens, or a war interrupting®

nean — any of » coutd
T wreck ammlm% i Ar~
golid. The terraces would go to pot
© &nd what little topéSlk'ls left would
slide into‘the sef. .- .
“AL ast-n m =¥ Arg.nudot
e g Fiscicty
us sts ‘
Seon land se and SeCIApealih will'
be found ,elsewhereﬁfi: pave
fﬁf&hn:éd HE_ ayer g'ne centuries, Dr. |
* Dismond believesi: “By nature,

present day man is neither more nor
less destructive

ithan was
his forebears,’” he jilslstthﬂt :
. the tachnology of vastiy

moreeificient than if was in the past.
Theré never was such a thing as &

. noble savage.”

QUL TAmie)
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The Importéngc

Of Significance ,

Fletcher H. Griffis, who camne
inence in the battle over,

in
stripe? ass,and Westway, is now
Professor Griffis, al he still an-

though
swers his telephone, “Colonel Grit-
rm J%'pa“fl

thece R

hig?
civil!

in the
pificant” was
dk(l:olonel Griffis maintained that thisi
not mean &b cha;dxge in the
Corps's positipn.aégtu_l-“ ral j Bi

, it H

Carps’s explanation ' % Bt bi-i

“ tried to explain to thé ntit

1 was blue in face that the word

“gignificant’ just meant ‘any’ effect
*"Colone] Griffis said, ,

i“]theﬂsh, OhOI
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R AIDERS OF THE
- SACRED SITES

. Archeologists and art historians link the present
Spuf e d on By Derek V. Goodwin wave of desecration to the first major auction of

American Indian art at New York's Parke-Bernet
;, - ) -
by high prices,

T THE SOUTE- Gelleries, in 1971, The rocord prices received then
eastern tip of Utah, - or domestic relics stunned'tﬁe intarnationsl art
~apsin - ~
ootersare
3

by the mouth of the world, which had
7 ] »
. "
sites sacred to L A
-, Sacred Native Amerfcan burial chambers had
. been gutted and trashed. Some mummified bodies
Amerlcan mabeenundlﬂrmheummmdmm,.

sbout Items such as priceiess besckets,
fur.hercaps.bawls,nndlkandhn'mbuhd

Indiar o e
ans. Although the c& problhlybem
i the past by souvenir-searching amateurs, this
time it bad been struck by an organizad W
" = Mdpdmmlmmm Ve
With some knowledge of locating ancient shrines
gained from university courses in geology and ar-
cheology and motivated by a black market that
currently pays as much as $150,000 for a pristine
pre-Columbian baskat, the ooters came during the _
spring of 1384 for the graves of the Anasazl the
“Ancient Ones,” to harvest artifacts unseen for ak
most 1200 years. The artifacts from a single .

g

Anasazi cff dwelling could bring up to $1 milon.

ANCIENT ONES, Along with ceremonial objects and ancient tools,
the Anasaz lived tn the raiders took the mummified remains of
the cirff dwellings, lefi, Anasazi children. According to David L. Krouskop,
dated 1250-1300, end jead ranger of the Bureau of Land Management's
declared & MNatronal Moab district in Utah, the asking price for quality
Fonument in 19089, specumens starts at $5,000. The best of these are
on wohat is now the said to have been preserved by casting them into
Navajo Reseroation acrylic blocks, an expensive high-tech procedure.

pid : with Anasati effects, archecfogical kooters
"“:“’IW" : are bringing 1o market rare and valued artl-
Ariz. Earl Shumway. facts &f the Hopi, Hobokam, Caddo, Satado, Hope- _
righ, bolds an well and Mimbres cultures. The looting has struck
Anasazi pot. Afier wo pa.lnlul perve for these Native Americans. *To
years of litigation, be says Marcus Sekayourns, 8 Hopi employes of
ﬂmﬂyﬁ: . the Bureau of Indian Affefrs, “the removal of, :

deind R e . oM 3 t ’g. the equiva :
| ol Ll B

placed on H " DerekV.Goodwin s afreslance writer.

o] B4
T Tunnswvoarnuu ncwnrnmmn}l , 1006 68
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% CEREMONIAL 325
basket, bedow, used éx %
rituals siill practiced

by the Hopi Indians,

THE ANASAZT .
atummfied tbeir dead-
The remans of a baby, ~
aboot, uncovered byt

looters 1 & ceremonsal
cave ot Utab, Such
ggraves sites ofien date -
10 550 A.D. Hair
ormaments, dated
1200- 1300, right, are
palued at $10,000 Lo
$15,000 apiece. The
parr of Anasaz
pottery sars bekow bave
beent appratsed af about
$15.000 ¢ach.

*" archeologleal i

gious offerings of the Caddo Few among the more
Jnowledgenble raiders have the resources, or incli-
nation, to market effectively the objects they stesl

“College-trained ringleaders hire students tofind
burials, do the excavation and taka the risks,” says

Dr. Ted G. Birkedal, a National Service re-
gional archeologist now based In Anchorage.
“Wheumesmdenumdm:.‘ami_dgemm mar-
kets the ty, We kpaw, of one anthropologist

sy Sﬂ;ﬁhﬁm." The artifacts are

" s0ld to museums, galleries and privaie collectors,

who frequently 40 not know, or questicn, how they
were obtained.

The unchecked spread of the destruction has
raised charges of Fedéral Irresponsibility and pit-
ted agents in the fleld against their high-ranking
superiors in Washington, who, they fe=l, either do
not fully cofmprehend the problem or have chosen
to ignore its implications.

uya're at war and we are losing,” laments Dr.
David B. Madsen, Utah State's archenlogist, based
in Salt Lake Clty. “We're dealing with hard-core
crumnals, and these guys [in Washington] think
we'rs talking about arrowhead collectors.”

Raiders have been known, Federal agents say, o
carry nfles and handguns, And in Southern Utah
and Arizopa, looters lease helicopters to reach
pristine sites in remote areas.

Although Congress passed the Archeological Re-
sources Protection Act in 1979 inan attempt to stop
the pillage, agents In various Federal agencies say
they have neither the budget not the manpower for
adequate enforcement. “When 30 to 50 percent of
all archeclogical sites in the Southwest have been
looted, and you dan't have thousands of prosect-

“egu-thons, you've got to say the record s poor,” says

Philip Speser, a Washington lawyer and Congres-
giooml watchdog associated with Foresight Science
the extent of

on Paged4)

R @ .

damage on a nauonal basis
and lobbres for enactment of
protective legislation.

From his Washinglon of-
flee, James M. Parker,
assistant director of the In-
terior Department’s Bureau
of Land Management, which,
along with the National Park
Service and the Forest Serv-
[ce, has jurisdiction over
many of the Federa! lands on
which the looting has been oc-
curring, acknowledges the
frustration Echoing Reagan
Admimstration policy, he
says the primary solution is
public education and develop-
Ing a new public ethic. “So we
try to work with church
groups and others.”

Meanwhile, the raiders
Keep abreast of new tech-
niques and new locations
where bounty 1s still plentiful
through a pumber of spe-
cialty newspapers and maga-
zines, The May 1585 edition of
Lost Treasure lsted 20
great new places to discover
fun and fortune” Included
was the Chesspeske & Ohia
Canal National Historical
Park, Just outside’ of Wash-
ingtdm, which sbounds with
Civil War and prehistoric ar-

Some of which are
a8 mnch a8 $1,200 each.

\

LA" senjor’ Natonat Park .

Service archeologist at In-
terior Depertment beadquar-
ters in Washington is not
shocked at the scope of the
iBegal digging. “It's not &
question of where they are,
it's a question of wherethey
are not,” she says. “No one,
anywhere, has an accurate
gauge on the dimensions of
the problem, and they don't
want to know.”

of stolen antiquities, raid-

ersarethelowest link ina
chain of command at whose
top are a number of experts
who work in museums, art
galieries and auction houses,
the majority of whose em-
ployees are honest. On the
fringe lurk international
smugglers, who  supply
bounty for an extensive over-
seas market — primanly in
West Germany and Japan —
with annual sales estimated
by some as high as $25 mil-
lion,

IN THE BLACK MARKET

“For years, collectors ig-
nored American antquities
because they thought they
were inferior,” explains

Mark Michel, president of the
ponprofit Rn:geolodur

ico “Suddenly, we were dis-
covered.”

Now there 1s a growing ap-
precistion of early Native
American cultures whose
ceramics, textiies and intri-
cately woven baskets, jugs
and urns are crisply detalled,
subtle in shading and finely
tooled.

“Right now, the American
Indian market 15 stronger
than African and Oceanic and
ail other cultures ... and
[moest) American collectors
are not selling,” says John A.
Buxton of Shango Gallerles,
in Dallas, who abjures any
illegal activites or traffick-
ing in stolen arufacts, “A
masterpiece-quality object,
such as a great Northwest
Coast mask, could go for
$70,000 to $100,000 There are
more people interested in
Amencan Indian art and
there are fewer pieces; there-
fore it s more valuable.”

Because of this a serious
problem has arisen about the
source of some of the materi-
als now coming on the mar-
ket. “It dealers had to prove
their artifacts were not
stolen from public lands,”
says Richard E. Fike, a Bu-
rean of Land Management
archeologist, “the whole mar-
ket would shut dave”

“That's absubd™ counters”

and president of the Amer-
ican Association of Dealers in
Ancient, Oriental ind Primi-
tive Art “How can you teil
where & pot came from? If I
have any suspicions at all
that something has recently
beert dug [ won't buy, whether
# came from Federal or pri-
vate land,” which cannot be
protected by Government
agents.

No transfer of title or deed
comes with the purchase of
fine American Indian art or
histonic antiquitiss discov-
ered on public lands. Instead,
dealers provide what s
known as provenance, or in-
formation on the origin of the
article. Sometimes it Is
{ssued in writing, more often

not.

In what is being referred to
as_the Meryl Plait case, the
inner machinaticns of a black
market that has cperated
largely unchecksd is slowly
being laid bare.

The case involves looters,
dealers and gallenes In five
states, and neerly ruined the

reputation of one of this
ical"Coer- | try's leading 3 g
Je:ﬂncy.bascdlnm Mex-)dan culture. lt___:go‘ e
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Peter Hester, owner of Fourth’ World, an art dealersh

mc
ip (n

Camp Verde, Ariz, ts serving two years probation for looting.

strated how easy it s to cir-
cumvent provenance,

For several hundret years,
the high priests of the Hopt-
tribe of nporthern Arizoma
watlld, from titne to time, re-
tTieve their sacred masks,
which they stored iInside
earthen kivas, subtarranean
masks, used {0 ritual rtes of .
passage, are thought tobe the
embodiments of living spirits
30 powerful that few Hopi
have ever fooked directly
upen them. In the sutumn of
1879, when the Hopl spiritus}
leaders went to retrieve their
religious objects, hey were
discovered m&iﬁ‘gg'o’ﬁl”
9,000-member triba, the theft
threatened a_way ,of jife
that predated the grrival of
white men on this continent
by some 10 centuries. With- _
out the sacred masks, the
Hopt could not worship com-

+ pletely.

“Without our religion, we
die,” says Neilson Honyakie-
wa, a Hop: religious leader

Contrary to the popular be-
Hef thar artifacts without
Provenance will find no so-
clally sccepuable market,

photographs of the masks,
&cconding 10 the Federal Bu.

reau of Investigation, passed
through the hands of estab-
lished, reputable dealers of
fine art in Dallas, Los An-
geles, Chicago and Arizona
who would have beep ex-
pected to question their orl-
gins but evidently did not.
Through an intermediary,
the masks were accepted axa |
donation from two
businessmen by Dy, Evan M.,
Mavrer, curator at the tipie
of the department of primi-
tive art at the prestigious Art
Institute of Chicago and aue

thor of “The Native Amer-

ican Heritage: & Survey of
North American Indian Art”
& standard academic text
constantly referped to by
commercial galleries and
auction housey: - -
“If this happened oo Evane |
says x curator ¥t IR% Shilif
sonian Institution - Wagh.-
ington, who asked P
one iy lnunw?e.m:ot us o{hps}

thousands of private dealars =]

warldwide who strive for hog- -
esty and excellence ™ Willlam
R, Keefe, an F.BI special
agent _who worked on the
case, believes that Maurer

| was duped becamse he knew

JERFIY SACKA COURTEST OF THE NATICNAL PAGRC
An Anasazi ceremonial basket from Arizona, dating from 1200-1250, heid ceremo

would end in the recovery
and return of the masks to
the Hopi and the arvest and
conviction of Meryl Platr,

“I know this may sound like
Scare tactics, but you have
hot merchandise on your
hands or in those of your
friend,* Wright responded
“T belleve the trbe fean
bring] charges of grand
larceny. .. =

also being duped, Buxton im-

mrowmgthepaper!mongar-‘
bage can, Unknown to her, it
contents were being collectad
by the FBL and Interpal

Revenue Service, I ,
Knowing that her market

the person’with 'whom he was
dealing,

In the world of Americen
antiquitles, Myl Pinsofr
Platt, a Chicago art dealer,
was consdered a  minor
player, A member of a well.
established and moneyed
family kmown for its com-
munity involvement and sup-
part of the arts, she operatsd
out of her home in the fash.
ionable North Shore suburb
of Wilmette. In Lieu of prove-
nance, she provided dealers
with a trusted family name.

was threatened, sfe soid
what Federal agents called 5
“tax package” to two Chicago
businessmen, who paid
$LIYM for the masks. She
thet certified the masks’
| value, in writing, at $37,500.
On behaif of her clients, she
quickly arranged a donation
o thé Art Institute of Chicago
through an unsuspecting
Maurer.

“You judge people by their
connections and actions, and
she was aiways open and bor-
esl,” Maurer says. “She had

No one is certain exretly
when or how she obtained the
Hopl masks, but in December
1973, after having visited sev-
eral art deajers, she ap-
proached John Buxton of the
Shango Galleriei'In Dallas,
using Maurer's name for in.
troduction, Questioning only
thelr suthenticity™™ Buxton
agreed to share the cost of

-baving the mnasks authenti.

& third party. When
oo il it et
™EHE"t0 ‘Dr. Bartor A -

Wright, a well-known scholar i

on the Hopl culture whe now
lives in Phoenix, a chain of
£VENls Was set in motlon that

.

become one of many, here
and from Europe, who be-

, came contacts. ] made a mis-

take in judgment, and one
with heavy consequences”
Meryl Platt, who pleaded

guilty in November 1985 to
dealing in stolen pProperty
and aiding and abetting in &
false document presented to
the LR.S, was fined $6,000
and sentenced to X days fn-
carceration, and an sddi-
tional 10 consecutive week-
ends of confinement, in &
Plea-bargain arrangement to-
assist in the penetration of
the bizck market in Indian
fL=3:

.

et

A!mmlngMeryi Fiatt is ]
mediately sent a copy of the |
fetter to her. She shradded it

“Thére have to be legal
guidelines® on provenance,
Maurer says.

“Most important,” he adds,
“Innocent people must be
alerted to the extent of this
problem.”

Among those caught up in
the Platt investigation was

-‘-ERRZ WES ERN ARCHEOLOGY CENTER,

me bath emotionally and
" Hester, who'

K
4

could not be indicted In the'f

case of the masks because
the statute of limitations had
mun out by the time his in-
volvement-was discovered, [s
currently serving two years'
probation, having pleaded no-
cotitest in & looting case in
Arizons,

“l excavated over a hun.
dred ruins, big deal® says
Hester. “1 dug 185 pots In Al
Zo0a lust year, When it comes
to Southwest archeology, 'm
the best. I'm one of the Jast
outlaws, man™ Few [n the
know would disagree with
him on either point,

IN THE COMPLEX WAR '

TUCSON. AR
nial items.

at potential weekend hobby-
ists. Second is the respurce-
Protection act, which many
law enforcement officers say
is nearly Impassible tw en-
force because It puts the bur-
den on the Government w
prove materials have been
tikes “from Pedera) lands, 1.

commercial Jooters are now
more active then svar,” Al
laire says. “One group of 700
looters we've identified In.
cludes

IrLk:il.ﬂs and enter.
tainers. If we bad money and
a real commf¥ment, we coutd
stop them.*
Interior Secretary Donald |
P, Hodel, who has traveled to”
to gauge t;:pmﬁlm
personally, savs the commit-
ment alresdy ‘exists. “The
problem is a matter of public

i




jater, some famuly out for 2
hike 15 goung L0 gel into one of
these situations [with loot~
ers}, and make a Wrong
siatement like, *You shouldn’t
be domng this, ! heard it was
illegal.” And they are geing 10

be killed.”

Although the resource-prio~
tection law was enacted 10
protect the &stimated 700 mil-
lion acres of Federal land, the
potential penalties for each
offense — $100,000, 10 years
w prison, or both — have not
stemmed the tide. Enforce-
ment etforts are aimost non-
existent, or, at best, thinly
spread, 1n many of the hard-
est-hit areas “The area we
work [eight Scuthwestamn
states], wih & staff of 10,
covers about one-fifth of the
entire United States, and all
the agencies are in the same
boat,” says Larry D. Banks of
the Army Corps of Eng-
neers. “How do you get a han-

dieonit?”
Nowhers 15 the application

of the protection act or the
current Federal commit-
ment better illustrated than
in Utah. With the assistance
of a special state task force,
the two special agents snd
two rangers charged with

. fighting archeclogical looting

in the entire state of Utah,
pevertheless managed to
bring off a major arrest that
then boomeranged.

Earl Shumway of Blanding,
Utah, was caught in 1584 with
more than §2 million worth of
artifacts alleged to have been
stolen from Federal lands.
The outcome of his case was
eagerly awaited by other
tooters, archeslogists, deal-
ers, Federal prosecutors and
law enforcement agents

“He pleaded guilty,” says
Brent D. Ward, United States
Attorney for the District of

Utah, who supervised the,

Government’s case, “io exca-
vatng and removing ap-
proximately 32 rare baskets,
constituting perhaps the
most unique find of fts kind in
history.” The discovery,
sclentists say, Is the equiva-
lent of uncovering the lost
tomb of &n ancient king.
Before pleading  guilty,
Shumway said that be did not
know he was on Federal iand
when he took the artifects,
that he had merety stumbled
onto a ciche secreted by
other looters a century ago.
After some 20 months of in-
vestigation and simost two
years of litgation that in-
cluded one mistrisd, Shum-
way pleaded guilty under the
resource-protection act and
was sentenced by Judge J.
Thomas Greene of the United
States District Court o
probation.  “Theoretically,”
says Ward, “he probably

'o-oaC/O*\)——r

coulg have recerved 10 years
n prison and $20,000n fines,”
tn most cases tned under
the protection act, for prase-
cution to be successful it
must be proved that the viola-
tor knew he was exploiting
Federal property. Manuel R.
Martinez, the Forest Service
special agent responsible for
all of Arizona and New Mex-
1co and portions of Oklahoma
and Texas, says, "IU's the only
Iaw I know of where igno-
rance [of the law] can be suc-
cessfully usad as an excuse.”

too late” to preserve the

majority of Utah's richest
Anasazt sites, says David
Madsen, the Utah State ar-
cheologist.

Mesas torn apart with
shovels and plows resemble
the downfield end of a mortar
range. Man-made craters are
everywhere. Discarded
humen bones He scattersd
over desolate plams.

The looting would stand &
better chance of being con-
taiped if a national strike
{orce were established, which
would function liks the Presi-
dent's Commixsion on Organ-
tred Crime, inflltrating crimi-
nal petworks and seeking
stiff penalties against those
who deal In piunder from

for stich a program could be
between 32 million and $5
million, and would inctude to-
creased protection for sites
that face certain annihilation.
But duning a period of fiscal
restraint, professionals from
ali sectors feel they will have
o settle for the Interior Sec-
retary’s public education pro-
gram. -

According to official Gov-
ernment  documents, from
January 1965 through Octo-
ber 1986 there were at least
47 documented cases of loot-
tng, including that of tstenc
and prehistorie archeological
sites and humnan burial sites
©n National Park Service
iands within an Bl-mile
radius of Washington, the re-
mains of Confederate sol-
diers and slaves have been
removed from their burial
grounds. And for every incx
dent reported, at least four
others go unreported, says
Dr. Stephen Potter, the Na-
tional Park Service regional
archeologist responsible for
28,000 acres In the Washing-
tonarea.

“If the current rate of de-
struction  continues -
abated,” says Potter, *we will
soon witness the joss of 12,000
years of human history in the
Polomac Valley, just as we
stood by and watched the sys-
tematic destruction of the

IT MAY ALREADY BE

Four Corners.” %
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LOS ANGELES, bec. 25 (UPI) — A

Federal district judge has refused to
blgck the removal of Chumash Indian
bgmes from an ancient tribal cemetery
difcovered six months age in dredging
a flood-control channel.
' ‘Judge Pamela Ann Rymer denied
the Injunction sought by a Chumash
faction that sued to halt dredging of the
Calleaguas Creek channel near Point
Mugu on the ground that disturbing the
remains would violate their religious
practices,

Frank Sieh, Ventura County’s assist-
ant counsel, said the judge had held
that the faction, the Southern Council of

i the Coastal Band, “had failed to estab-

e Waws RontTTiHes

Bid to Bar Removal of Tribal Bones Rebuffed

ment right” necessary to justify halt-
ing the reburial project. o

ldney Flores, a San Joee lawyer
representing the group, could

said.

Archeologists hired by the colnty
have been working since Dec. § to re-
move the bones of about 20 Chumash, -
estimated at 1,500 years old, from ex-
cavations in the chammel bed. The
$80,700 project, which is financed by by
the county, calls for ail the remains to
be removed by next week and reburied |
in the village of Thousand Oaks,

lish the breach of any First Amend: |
4. food-control funds,

not be reached for comitient, his office A

Manage-
thess'm in

unjegs, the county
acted to save the human remains from
being washed dut to sea.

The cemetary, part of a previously
studied Chumash site, was uncovered]
last JUIL{ in the coursé of work to
deepen the channel, | v

In two days of hearings on the injunc-
tion that ended Monday, several
Coastal Band ‘“medicine peom »” testl-
fied that the burial site,” which they
called the village of Muwu, should be
left alone, The, tribal religious leaders
said they believed the souls of the dead

l *
from the Federal Emergenc]
ment Agency to withhold

The project was prompted by thyeats |

- Bones Are Buried it Mo

3 b
with langsfanding scientific pried
By burying the bores ratherthan |
ting them Bi& museum, city ar
ican Indian officials said they were
seeking to treat the.remains with “the

tionai American
thanksgiving.” "~ °
O ER % B - B
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Archaeologists excited

EDISON — A prehistoric hunting tool and other
ancient chips of stone are among the objects being
found on an ancient Indian site in the Dismal
Swamp.

Archaeologists compared the find to an art col-
lector discovering an unknown Picasso.

In addition, they said the site could yield here-
tofore unknown scientific and hisforical informa-
tion about the behavior and culture of the nomadic
people living in the area 3,000 years before the
birth of Christ.

The exploration is being conducted by the
Research & Archaeological Management on behalf
of developer Erwin Fisch.

While the real digging has yet to begin, initial
exploration of the site thus far has yielded frag-

ments of stone tools used by Indians dating back

about 3,000 Lo 5,000 years.

The period begins at the end of the Ice Age,
about 9,000 years ago, lasting until about 3,000
B.C., according to RAM archaeologist Charles
Bello.

‘The glaciers were retreating about 10,000 years
ago,” said Bello.“There developed much more
diversity in the ecological climate as the tempera-
tures got milder.”

Most of the artifacts recovered so far have been
inch-long charceal-colored chipped stones which
flaked oif a larger stone used {o sharpen Indian
tools.

But the real treasure has been the bifurcated
“stemn point,” which the archeologists believe
could be 8,000 years old.

Bello believes the toothlike object with serrated
edges could have been attached to a wooden spear
and used to hunt giant elk and deer in the Dismal
Swamp. :

The archaeologisis believe the prehistoric
Indians were hunters who migrated to the swamp
on a seasonal basis. But they don't know yef how
many Indians used the site.

“Everything’s tentative based on a typological
jdentification,” said Bello. “We have yet to go out
and really do the digging.”

Larry Randolph, an archaeologist from South
Plainfield who discovered the site in 1877, alerted
the developer and the Edison Township Council to
what was barely hidden on the land.

“Actually, we relocated this site,” Randolph
explained.

He said the site was listed on a 1913 U.S. Indian
Sites Survey, buf was marked incorrectly on th
73-year-old maps. -

“We actually pinned it down, and corrected the
1913 survey,” Randolph said. “The discoverer of
the site is probably unknown to history.”

Neither Randolph nor RAM officials will reveal
exactly where the site is, fearing that scavengers
and souvenir hunters will destroy fragile historical
pieces.

RAM officials prefer to see the artifacts used
for some educational exhibit, possibly at the Edi-
son Historical Society. )

“It would be real nice if the township would
develop a slide show or lecture series as part"of an
educational program for the school system, said
RAM President Peter Primevera.

— ERIC GREENBERG

sshh. Listen! Theta's more: Tve named the
the big ears Bozo, and he i
social group—a

i2

male with
s surely the nerd oilhe
primate bimbo, lf you will.”™ ..
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Dismal Swamp digging
uncovers ancient artifact

By ERIC J. GREENBERG
News Tribune staff writer

EDISON — Mixed in with broken beer bottles
and mattress springs, not far from the Bound
Brook stream, archaeologists have found an inch-
and-a-half long tooth-shaped stone — a relic they
believe dates back to the dawn of civilization.

The sharp-edged white stone point used by pre-
historic Indians roaming the Dismal Swamp could
be 8,000 years old — among the oldest such finds
in the state.

But the site on which the artifact was found is
slated for destruction to make room for hundreds
of apartments and townhouses.

And a local environmental group which believes
the site should be preserved as an educational
resource for Edison said their proposals to town-
ship officials have fallen on deaf ears.

Charles Bello, an archaeologist from Research
& Archaeological Management (RAM) Inc,, said
the ancient projectile points discovered on the site
“will be a real contribution to history.”

RAM Inc. of Highland Park has been hired by
developer Erwin Fisch to delermine how big the
site is, and exactly what is In it. Bello said the
approximately 300-by-300-square-foot site has
never been plowed or built upon, making it a
unique find in heavily developed Ceatral Jersey.

“The significance is that a great portion of the
site has never been disturbed — that's not well
known at all,” in this area, said Beilo.

In order to save as many relics as possible and
aliow Fisch to proceed with his plans for 2,230
units in the Dismal Swamp, RAM has recom-
mended a process called salvage excavation. The
work includes establishing precise boundaries,
digging out the artifacts, photographing them and
then cataloging them for future display.

“The most sensitive alternative to preservation
would be to salvage the scientifically important
data through a program of professional archaeo-

logical excavation,” said RAM's preliminary
report.

But a state archaeologist and a local environ-
mental group say the land should be preserved for
educational and scientific purposes.

Lorraine Williams, chief archaeclogist for the
New Jersey State Museum, said preservation is
always the best course for an archaeological sile,
and it could be accomplished if Edison officials
pursued it.

“Certainly they (the township) haye the option
open to them,” said Ms. Williams. “Certainly if

the people are interested they could ask the deve-,

loper to set some land aside. The jurlsdiction is
with the township.”

She said other communities in the state have
been able to handle archaeological preservation
by setting up local ordinances based on state and
federal preservation statutes. :

Christine Ksepka, founder of Save Qur Swamp,
S0S, a community group calling for the preserva-
tion of the Dismal Swamp, said the site should be
used as an educational tool for school children and
township residents.

“You have a rich cultural resource there, and
we should use it,” Ms. Ksepka said. “I brought
down an archaeologist to the council to help them
find out more about it but they never contacted
him.”

SOS had proposed a 100-acre buffer between the
proposed development site and a wetlands area
that would preserve wildlife and the Indian site.

“Nothing was ever done,” she added. "The town-
ship should have had enough pride to do the
research to protect that land.”

Fisch, who owns 375 acres of the 460-acre Dis-
mal Swamp, plans to fund the excavation of the
gite — something the archaeologists stress he is
not required to do by any state or federal law.

“The developer is going way out of his way,”
Bello maintained. “Fisch came to us because he
wanis to help the case of history and science.”

Bello’s partner, Peter Primeavera, said without
Fisch the scientific information might be lost.

“Funding for this type of project from the state
and federal government is very rare,” said Pri-
mevera. “If we did not take advantage of the
developer's funding it would be a great loss.”

He estimated the cost o excavate at less than
$100,000.

Ms. Williams said there are no state funds
available for preservation.

“It would have to be something the developer
would do — it has been done.” .

The complete slory of how many Indians used
the land and exactly for what purpose will be
known once Lhe archaeologists complete their dig-
ging.

Bello and Primevera said they recommended
the salvage excavation because of scientific and
€conomic reasons.

“I really feel this is the best way to deal with
the site,” said Bello, who is also vice president of
the Archaeological Society of New Jersey. “The
value of the site is scientific and there’s not much
to be seen there. Butit’s also an economic situatio.
— the developer has the choice to build on what is
his developable land.”

According to RAM's report, the site is “fragile”
because most of the artifacts are located no more
than 18 inches below the ground.

Primevera adds that the sile is nol sacred or a
burial ground that warrants preservation.

“You preserve something if it is sacred or has a
religious component to it,” he added. “This is not
the case here.”

Dr. James Kellers, former president of the state
archaeological group, said salvage excavation is
the best option in a case where the land is
owned privately. He noted that if the land was
owned by the federal or stale government, law
would mandate preservation.

“At one point I offered my services (to dig) the
site — mostly for gratis - but they never took us
up on our offer,” Kellers said.
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Pre-historic settlement uncovered

EDiISON — Cheops may not have
yet caused the great pyramid lo rise
at Gizeh during Egypt’s IVth Dynas-
ty when a band of pre-historic Indians
encarmnped along the banks of the
Bound Brook in Edison's Dismal
Swamp.

Remnants of that settlement have
just heen uncovered by a team of ar-
chaeologists, who date the site as be-,
ing between 3,000 and 5,600 years old.

“How significant is {ms site?” ask-

ed William Bohn, chairman of the

Edison Planning Board, during a re-
cent inspection tour of the area along
with Mayor Anthony M. Yelencsics.

“Extemely so,” Bohn was told by
Charles A. Bello of Research & Ar-
chaeological Management Inc. of
Highland Park.

The firm was engaged by Edison
Tyler Estates, which has plans to
develop portions of the Dismal
Swamp as a plarmed unit develop-
ment {PUD), after it was reported at
hearings on rezoning the property
PUD that the site between Talmadge
Road and Park Avenue contained
“Indian artifacts.”

According to Mike Seidner, an
associate of Edison Tyler Estates, he
took this to mean American Indians
who roamed this area when it was be-
ing settled by the Dutch and English,

He was no Jittle amazed to learn
from Bello and his associate, Peter
Primavera, that the Indians who left
behind evidence of their life in the
Dismal Swamp lived here before the
dawn of written history at a lime
when the Bronze Age was just begin-
ning in Euvrope.

Research & Archaeological
Management was engaged by Edison
Tyler Waods to first determine if the

reported site existed, what it contain-
ed and whether it was * signficant.”

After three months of work, the ar-
chaeologists determined that it was,
indeed, significant.

Now Edison Tyler Woods is work-
ing with the archaeologists to deter-
mine what will be involved in financ-
ing a full-scale excavation of the site
centered in the woods on elevated
ground just a few hundred feet from
the brook.

Seidner said that a report on what
will be involved is expected in a few
weeks,

However, according to Bohn, the
area of the settlement will be off
limits to any development until all of
the artifacts have been removed.

“They'l} not be able to build on it
until such times that the ar-
chaeologists say it's clean,” said
Bohn,

Bello reported that evidence of the
aboriginal inhabitants first was un-
covered on the surface and that ex-
cavations of up to between 10 and 12
inches produced such objects as
argillite arrow heads or “projectile
points.”

'—mﬁir_ing the tour what appeared to

be a small piece of shale kicked up by
one of the visitors was identified by
Primavera as a firecracked stone.

Used to hold the heat in
underground “ovens,”’ it was other
similar pieces of stone that provided
the “'tip off'"* to the existence and loca-
tion of the Stone Age settlement, ac-
cording to Primavera.

What makes the Dismal Swamp
find sa significant, according to Bello,

15 the fact that so much of the site has .

never been plowed up or destroyed,
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Bello said it was “incredibie” to
find a settiement in situ just as these
pre-historic Indians left it with no
“accurnulation of a later occupation
to contaminate it.” '

The archaeologists descnbed the
Indians as nomadic ‘‘hunter-

gatherers” who did not engage in
agriculture and *‘lived off the land.”
And while they did not establish per-
manent homes, they did stake out
“territories.”

“Tt was suitable place to live,” said
Bello of the Dismal Swamp because
it provided *high dry ground” on
which to set up camp and was close
to water. . .

It also is their supposition that the
encampment, tentatively estimated
to eccupy an area of 300"x300", was oc-
cupied only seasonally. .

“Doing the digs” to completely
mine the si}e will be *a long and
tedious process,” Bohn and Mayor
Yelencsics were told.

And “it speaks well of the
developers,” said Primavera, that

the important historie find “is now
available to the scientific communi-
ty-!l -I - .

“It is a contribution to history,”
said Primavera, who peinted out that
failure to excavate the site could
result in the ultimate loss of all that
it contains.

*“This is a rare, rare opportunity to
grab something to make a study of
it,” he said.

He added that the contents of the
site do not have *a high dollar value."”

“It's scientific value that's buried
in there,” he added.
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According to Primavara, Research
& Archaeological Management’s
man interest in the excavation will
be the anthropological knowledge it
provides — new information about
man and his physical, mental, secial

and cultural development - rather
than the antiquities themselves.

Primavera and Bello tentatively
suggested thal once studied, the con-
tents of the settlement could be made
the property of the New Jersey State
Musenm and then returned to Edison
for permanent exhibition.
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A Museum Turns

To-Congress for Help

By DAVID W. DUNLAP .

Filling the expansive old United States Cus-
tom House with the extensive collections of the
American Indizn Museum is a notion that has
been floated, debated and even previously
abandémed. It may yet survive. Both Jandlord
and curator want the monumental landmark
to become the museurn’s new home.

But it will take an act of Congress.

The president and director of the Museum of
the American Indian-Heye Foundation, Dr. Re-
land W, Foree, said: “This is our only option to
remain in New York. This will be a crucial
year.” It will be crucial because a bill will be

“introduced to convey the Custom House to the
museum,

“y}e support legislation to turn that bulding
over to the Museum of the American Indian —
lock, stock and barrel,” said the regicnal ad-
ministrator of the General Services Adminis-
tration, William J. Diamond. i

wWe'r very encouraged,” Dr. Force sald.”
“1t*s good for the city as a whole. It's good for
lower Manhattan. It's good for our collee- -
tions.” The museum’s current home, {60 small
and tod remote for its needs, is at Broadway

v

and 155th Street. The alternative to Bowling .,
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The vast spaces within the Custom House,
an {mipbsing Beaux-Arts fixture on the Battery
for eight decades, have been empty since 1973,
when the Customs Service moved out.

Alter two years of remodeling, however,
rooms in the upper floors ought to be ready by
mid-May for new — if potentially temporary —
tenants: the Federal Bankruptcy Court and
the United States Trustee. :
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“Don't shush me — and | don' care If she IS writing in her
litle notebook; just tell me whete you were last night!” '
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