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I. PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
As the summer comes to an end, PANYC is ready to get back to work.  This will be our 
first full season working with the new de Blasio administration appointees.  We look 
forward to learning more about their approach to archaeological issues and have 
extended an invitation to meet some of the key commissioners, something we usually 
do when a new administration comes into office. 
 
Last spring PANYC was pleased to announce the establishment of the New York City 
archaeological artifact repository.  During the summer PANYC was given a tour of the 
facility by Amanda Sutphin of the Landmarks Preservation Commission.  It's an 
amazing facility with high tech, state-of-the-art systems.  A number of collections are 
already in place and work on the database is underway at the Museum of the City of 
New York.  If you missed the group tour, you are welcome to reach out to Ms. Sutphin 
individually. 
 
Also over the summer, the Bylaws Committee has completed the long awaited draft of 
what we hope will be the amended PANYC Bylaws.  The board is currently reviewing 
them, after which we will incorporate appropriate comments and have a lawyer 
rubber stamp the amendments.  Then you will all get your change to read them for 
yourselves and vote.  With any luck, we'll have them to you before the fall ends. 
 
Finally, after almost a decade, our Newsletter Editor has stepped down.  This issue is 
brought to you by what could be a series of guest editors.  We hope one of the guest 
editors will find our Newsletter a good fit and take on the role in a more permanent 
basis.  If you would like to volunteer as a guest editor, please email us at 
info@panycarchaeology.org.     
 
The next regularly scheduled PANYC meeting is upon us.  It will be held on Monday, 
September 22, 2014 6:30pm at The Neighborhood Preservation Center. We look 
forward to seeing you there!  

mailto:info@panycarchaeology.org
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II. MEETING MINUTES 
 
Meeting: 6:30 P.M. May 20, 2014, 2014. Neighborhood Preservation Center, 232 East 11th Street, New 
York, NY 
 
Present: Cantwell, Czerkowicz, Geismar, Hulse, Linn, Loorya, Martin, Ricciardi, Roberts, Rothschild, 
Schuldenrein, Spritzer, Stone, Turck, Wall 
 
Secretary’s Report: Stone moved that the minutes be accepted as amended, and members approved. 
Stone also commented that the new system of circulating the minutes within a week of the meeting is 
favorable. Members agreed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: PANYC currently has only 24 paid members this year. Spritzer asks members 
who have not paid their dues for 2014 to send her a check, made out to PANYC, for $20 asap. 
(Shelly Spritzer, P.O. Box 1503, Murray Hill Station, New York NY 10156-1503) 
Spritzer will send a list of members who have not yet paid to Linn, who will send each a reminder email. 
 
President’s Report:  

New Repository and Durst Organization: Stone reminded members that a new repository for 
city-owned archaeological collections has been established, thanks to the Durst Organization to whom 
PANYC gave the non-archaeologist award at this year’s public program. For more details about the 
repository, please see the LPC (NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission) section.  

 
New NYC “Regime:” During the Board meeting, the Board discussed that with the election of a 

new NYC mayor there are several new heads of city organizations, including the Parks Commissioner and 
the Chair of the LPC. It is not yet clear what the mayor’s or his appointees’ points of view are relative to 
archaeology. Stone will send letters to Mayor De Blasio, the new Parks Commissioner, and the new Chair 
of the LPC to welcome them to their new posts, introduce PANYC, and ask for a meeting. 
Wall asked if any other organizations PANYC members are connected with, e.g., HDC (Historic Districts 
Council) or MAS (Municipal Arts Society), have information about the new regime’s attitude towards 
archaeology and/or historic preservation. Geismar responded that MAS does not. 
 Committees: Stone would like to evaluate PANYC’s current committees during the next meeting 
to see which committees can be eliminated, combined, revived, etc. Ricciardi has a list of committees and 
their chairs and members that he compiled two years ago and edited. He will send it to Stone who will 
use it for discussion during the next meeting. 

Protocols: During the Board meeting, Board members discussed how each year PANYC completes 
several processes that are somewhat complicated and time-sensitive, for which it would be beneficial to 
have written protocols. These include 1. nominations and elections, 2. the public program, 3. PANYC 
awards, and 4. the newsletter. The By-Laws Committee will draft a protocol for nominations and 
elections, Linn will send a protocol for the public program she created several years ago to Stone, who 
will revise it, Cantwell will draft a protocol for the awards, and Ricciardi will draft a protocol for the 
newsletter. The Board will discuss these protocols at the next meeting. 

Newsletter: Ricciardi is stepping down as newsletter editor after about a decade. Stone thanked 
Ricciardi for his many years of service. Stone reported that although a call for a new editor has already 
gone out, no one has yet volunteered. Stone suggested that interested members could try out being the 
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editor for an issue or two and/or there could be a different member “guest” editor for each edition for a 
while to distribute the labor. Ricciardi has templates and advice he is happy to share. Please volunteer! 
 The student paper that won this year’s Salwen Award will be published in the newsletter. 
 
Committee Reports: (Only committees with news reported are included.) 
 Archives: Geismar stated that nothing has changed since her last report. PANYC’s newsletters are 
archived at the City Hall Library and other papers are archived at the South Street Seaport Museum. No 
one knows what exactly is going on at the Seaport Museum, but Geismar will inquire again about PANYC’s 
materials there. 
 By Laws: Stone reports that the By Laws Committee hoped to be able to present something to the 
membership by now, but there has been a slight delay. Geismar contacted the Columbia University Law 
Clinic, but received no response, perhaps because it had already closed for the summer. Ricciardi knows 
an experienced contract lawyer who he thinks would work with PANYC for free. Ricciardi will contact 
him. Stone promised that the committee will work on the by laws over the summer and present a version 
at the fall meeting. 
  Events: Martin reminded members that she compiles archaeology-related events to publish in the 
newsletter, but that she is not able to find out about every event by herself. Martin asks all members to 
please send her news of upcoming relevant events, so that she will be better able to inform the 
membership (lizziepmartin@gmail.com). 
 Government Affairs: Members believed this committee had been disbanded, but Stone asked if 
anyone had any government-related news. Schuldenrein reported that he had attended the GAPP (Gas 
Preservation Partnership) in Washington DC. The GAPP is a “non-profit organization whose mission is to 
work collaboratively and pragmatically with both the energy industry and the preservation community 
to identify and properly manage historic and cultural resources while encouraging efficient exploration 
and development of energy reserves” (http://gasandpreservation.org/about/). The GAPP is currently 
working with the shale gas industry, and a few companies are participating on a voluntary basis. 
Schuldenrein stated that fracking is going to become a major issue in the Northeast, because the natural 
gas industry is going to relocate the center of the industry to the Northeast, beginning in the Pittsburg 
area. Schuldenrein believes that the biggest gas companies, the ones that will affect the most land, will 
become involved with this initiative before the smaller outfits. Please see the NYAC report for further 
discussion of the fracking issue. 
 HHT: Stone questioned whether this committee should continue. Linn, the chair of the committee, 
explained that the purpose was to sustain a relationship between PANYC and the HHT (Historic House 
Trust), since the Trust often engages in improvement projects around historic houses that disturb 
archaeological resources. Linn related that HHT President Frank Vagnone, had previously been most 
interested in the possibility of free labor from PANYC, but that it is still worthwhile to maintain a 
relationship. Wall pointed out that a few years ago PANYC arranged for the HHT to have an archaeology 
intern, Ashley Bettis, who created an index of all known reports, papers, artifact collections, etc. related to 
archaeology at each historic house overseen by the Trust, which was mutually beneficial for HHT and 
PANYC. Linn also reported that a former student of hers, Jessica McKenzie, worked as an archaeology 
intern the year after Bettis and produced a handout about archaeological discoveries at the Lott House.  It 
was concluded the HHT Committee will continue. 
 LPC: Geismar reported that the new repository for city-owned archaeological collections, made 
possible by the Durst Organization, will be run by the LPC (Landmarks Preservation Commission). 
Amanda Sutphin, Director of Archaeology at LPC, plans to be at the repository during one morning and 
one afternoon each week. Access to the collections will be by appointment. LPC is in the process of 
acquiring tables. 
 Met Chapter: Wall related that the Met Chapter is about to have elections and that it is time for 
members to renew their memberships. This past year, the Chapter had some excellent talks and tours 

mailto:lizziepmartin@gmail.com
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with fantastic turnouts, including Bill Parry’s walking tour of Inwood Hill Park. Chapter members 
particularly enjoy tours, so Wall asked if any PANYC members are working on any projects, please 
consider allowing the Met Chapter to visit! Members suggested a tour of the new repository, and Wall 
replied that that idea is in the works. 
 NYAC:  Stone related that the issue of fracking was discussed at the recent NYAC (New York 
Archaeological Council) meeting. The impacts of fracking on below-ground resources are significant, and 
there is also potential for a lot of surface disturbance. PA jumped quickly on the fracking bandwagon, but 
NY State might soon follow. According to NYAC, Governor Cuomo is sitting on a bill (until his re-election) 
to allow the expansion of fracking in NY State. A NYAC member is planning to talk to one of the gas 
companies operating in PA and set up a visit for NYAC members as part of the fall NYAC meeting in the 
Binghamton area. 
Going forward, NYAC plans to change the format of their meetings. NYAC will continue to offer a spring 
program in conjunction with NYSAA (New York State Archaeological Association), but will change the fall 
format. Fall meetings will now be centered on a tour, rather than on a series of talks. In recent years, the 
winter meeting has been for the board only and conducted remotely due to typical inclement weather. 
Stone also reported that Pat Garrow gave a presentation at the spring NYAC meeting about the RPA 
(Register of Professional Archaeologists). Currently, the RPA offers a largely discounted registration fee 
for individuals who are members of SHA, SAA, AAA, and the AIA. Garrow indicated that the RPA would be 
willing to negotiate prices with smaller archaeological organizations as well (like NYAC). The RPA has a 
large bank account for their legal defense fund. RPA investigates hundreds of ethical violations each year.  

Parks:  Stone will draft a welcome letter to the new director of Parks (see President’s Report). She 
will confer with Linn, chair of the Parks Committee. 

Public Program: Stone thanked everyone who participated in this year’s program. This was the 
first time that PANYC dedicated the program to a living individual (Ralph Solecki), and it was very 
successful. Members were of the opinion that it is better to dedicate a program to an individual during 
their lifetime.  

Geismar related that she spoke with Solecki after the program, and he was thrilled. He 
emphatically stated, “It was wonderful!” Several members of his family also attended and were also very 
pleased.  

Stone felt that the format used this year was superior to that in years past and that we should 
adopt this format going forward: no break and fewer talks (four instead of five). Members agreed. 
Members also pointed out that the smaller space, in the classroom instead of the larger auditorium, 
changed the feel of the program. Close to 100 people came, and the room felt very full and more intimate, 
whereas 100 people in the auditorium can feel somewhat empty and cold.  

Members suggested that in the future, PANYC should work to advertise the program more. In the 
past, the MCNY has placed listings in the NY Times, but did not do so this year. They did advertise the 
program on their website, however, and had a place for pre-registration. 

Stone related that pre-registration helps the museum to prepare. Members suggested that in the 
future PANYC’s communications about the program with our membership should ask members to pre-
register.  

Website: Britt had volunteered her husband to work with the Website Committee to create a new 
PANYC website. This is still a possibility, but it is not definite. The Committee (Loorya, Rakos, and Stone) 
reviewed several websites that they liked, in preparation. Loorya asked PANYC members to please think 
about what should be included on the website and how it should be formatted. Please send the 
committee your ideas, with examples, if possible, from other websites.     
NYAC and NYSAA have just redesigned their webpages, both of which can be accessed from a shared 
homepage at www.nysarchaeology.org. They are both good examples to review. NYAC is looking for 
feedback. Please send your comments to Sissie Pipes, NYAC President (pipesml@aol.com) or use the 
online form at http://nysarchaeology.org/contact/ 

http://www.nysarchaeology.org/
mailto:pipesml@aol.com
http://nysarchaeology.org/contact/
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HDC recently redesigned their website as well (http://hdc.org/). Members suggested that we find out 
which designer(s) HDC used and how much it cost. 
 
New Business: Schuldenrein regretfully announced that Dan Roberts, a former archaeologist at John 
Milner Associates known to many PANYC members, is gravely ill and is in hospice in Philadelphia. 
Roberts is suffering from Parkinson’s disease and cancer. He is resting comfortably, according to 
Schuldenrein, but he does not have much time left. Roberts has been receiving many text messages in 
hospice, and Schuldenrein encourages all members who know Roberts and wish to send him a 
message to do so as soon as possible. His number is 610-620-5887. 

Stone will send a message to Roberts on behalf of PANYC and will also send an email to the 
membership to make them aware of this situation. Schuldenrein will contact Roberts’ wife to obtain 
Roberts’ email address to share with the membership as well.   

http://hdc.org/
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III. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

2014-2015 Scheduled Meeting Dates 
 

 
Monday, September 22, 2014 
Thursday, November 20, 2014 
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 
Thursday, March 26, 2015 (Annual Meeting) 
Tuesday, May 12, 2015 
 
 
Current Board Members (2014-2015): 

 
 

President:   Linda Stone 
 
Vice President:  Joan Geimar 
 
Secretary:   Meredith Linn 
 
Treasurer:  Shelly Spritzer 
 
Board Members:  Anne-Marie Cantwell 

Camille Czerkowicz 
Diane George 
Elizabeth Martin 

    Christopher Ricciardi 
 
Past President:  Alyssa Loorya  
 
To Contact any Officer or Board Member please email:  info@panyarchaeology.com  

mailto:info@panyc.com
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IV. Media Coverage 
 

Following are links to recent media coverage of current topics regarding New York City archaeology.  

The three links below discuss current projects involving experimental archaeology by Chrysalis 
Archaeology– Brewing 19th Century Beers, Elixirs, Bitters 
 
http://nypost.com/2014/08/27/scientists-recreate-old-beer-they-dug-up-in-chinatown/ 
 
http://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/20140826/east-village/archaeologists-have-recreated-beer-from-
1800s-it-tastes-minty 
 
http://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/20140709/east-village/you-can-drink-elixir-of-long-life-on-pub-
crawl 
 
 
The next link covers the Bowery Site (Atlantic Garden) excavations yielding the artifacts serving as the 
inspiration for the experimental archaeology discussed above.  
 
http://archaeology.org/news/2083-140505-bowery-tavern-beer 
 
 

 

http://nypost.com/2014/08/27/scientists-recreate-old-beer-they-dug-up-in-chinatown/
http://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/20140826/east-village/archaeologists-have-recreated-beer-from-1800s-it-tastes-minty
http://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/20140826/east-village/archaeologists-have-recreated-beer-from-1800s-it-tastes-minty
http://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/20140709/east-village/you-can-drink-elixir-of-long-life-on-pub-crawl
http://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/20140709/east-village/you-can-drink-elixir-of-long-life-on-pub-crawl
http://archaeology.org/news/2083-140505-bowery-tavern-beer


Professional Archaeologists of New York City, Inc.
September 13, 2014 

  

The Honorable Bill de Blasio, Mayor 

City Hall 

New York, New York 10007  

  

Dear Mayor de Blasio, 

  

I am writing on behalf of Professional Archaeologist of New York City, Inc. (PANYC) to introduce our 

organization to you.  PANYC is a long-established, not-for-profit organization of professional archaeologists 

with two primary missions: to educate the public and to advise agencies on matters related to New York City 

archaeology.   

  

As you undoubtedly are aware, New York City has a 13,000 year-old-past that begins with the Native 

Americans.  This long history is unique among American cities and archaeology has unearthed facets of our 

city's past not available in history books.  Among the sites telling countless stories of forgotten early New 

Yorkers are those on Staten Island and in the Bronx with the long Native American presence, Dutch and 

English colonial settlements in Queens, the earliest African cemetery in the country in Manhattan, and 19th-

century commerce on the Brooklyn waterfront.  

  

PANYC, with its role in New York City archaeology, has provided a model for urban archaeologists in other 

cities.  As with so much that is New York, we feel it is important to continue this tradition of leadership.  We 

are sure you agree.   

  

In light of PANYC's mission to advise agencies on archaeological matters, might a few PANYC board 

members meet with you to discuss issues of mutual concern?  If you think it appropriate, perhaps we could 

expand our meeting to include others in your administration who have their own archaeological missions, 

such as the Chair of the Landmarks Preservation Commission, Meenakshi Srinivasan; the Parks Department 

Commissioner, Mitchell Silver; and the Department of Cultural Affairs Commissioner, Tom Finkelpearl.  Is 

there someone we may contact at your office to arrange such a meeting?  We look forward to hearing from 

you.  

  

Sincerely, 

   

   

   

Linda Stone 

PANYC President 

249 East 48th Street, #12B 

New York, New York 10017 

212-888-3130 

info@PANYCarchaeology.org 

   

cc:   The Honorable Tom Finkelpearl 

 The Honorable Mitchell Silver 

 The Honorable Meenakshi Srinivasan 
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V. UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 

Event Location Date Contact 
Brooklyn Abolitionists: In 

Pursuit of Freedom 

Brooklyn Historical 

Society 

Ongoing 

through 2018 

http://brooklynhistory.org/exhibitions/cu

rrent.html 

 

The Archaeology of Pubs 

(Walking Tour) – Historic 

District Council 

NYC Saturday, 

September 6, 

2014 

 

http://hdc.org/ 
 

Hidden Beneath Our Feet: 

Working Archaeology on 

Governor’s Island 

Governor’s Island, 

NYC 

Friday, 

September 

19th, 2014 

http://govisland.com/html/visit/programs

-this-week.shtml 

or 

http://www.nyhumanities.org/events/eve

nt.php?event_id=6964 

Hidden Beneath Our Feet: 

Working Archaeology on 

Governor’s Island- Artifact 

Display and Self-Guided 

Tour 

Governor’s Island, 

NYC 

Ongoing 

through 

September, 28 

http://govisland.com/html/visit/programs

-this-week.shtml 

or 

http://www.nyhumanities.org/events/eve

nt.php?event_id=6964 

New Netherland Seminar Albany, NY Saturday, 

September 20, 

2014 

http://www.newnetherlandinstitute.org/p

rograms/events/new-netherland-seminar/ 

NYSAA Met Chapter Event: 

A Discussion of the subject of 

Feminine Hygiene and 

Reproductive Healthcare by 

Lisa Geiger  

NYC Monday, 

October 15, 

2014 

Details coming soon.  

Gilded New York Museum of the City 

of New York 

Ongoing  http://www.mcny.org/content/gilded-

new-york 

A New Terminal Under 

Grand Central Station: the 

Eastside Access Port 

Museum of the City 

of New York 

Tuesday, 

October 6, 

2014  

6:30 P.M 

http://www.mcny.org/calendar-and-

events 

Gotham Unbound: The 

Ecological History of Greater 

New York 

Museum of the City 

of New York 

Tuesday, 

October 27, 

2014  

6:30 P.M 

http://www.mcny.org/event/gotham-

unbound-ecological-history-greater-

new-york 

Exhibit: A Brief History of 

New York: Selections From a 

History of NY in 101 Objects 

New York 

Historical Society 

Through 

November 30, 

2014 

http://www.nyhistory.org/exhibitions/bri

ef-history-new-york-selections-history-

new-york-101-objects 

Exhibit: Unlocking Two 

Revolutionary Maps: The 

Ratzer Maps 

Brooklyn Historical 

Society 

Through 

February 26, 

2015 

http://www.brooklynhistory.org/exhibiti

ons/current.html 

Council for Northeast 

Historical Archaeology – 

Annual Conference 

 

Long Branch, NJ 

 

November 7-

10, 2014 

 

http://www.cneha.org/conference.html 

 

American Anthropological 

Association – Annual 

Conference 

Washington, DC December 3-7, 

2014 

http://www.aaanet.org/meetings/futureaa

ameetings.cfm 

 

http://brooklynhistory.org/exhibitions/current.html
http://brooklynhistory.org/exhibitions/current.html
http://hdc.org/
http://govisland.com/html/visit/programs-this-week.shtml
http://govisland.com/html/visit/programs-this-week.shtml
http://govisland.com/html/visit/programs-this-week.shtml
http://govisland.com/html/visit/programs-this-week.shtml
http://www.cneha.org/conference.html
http://www.aaanet.org/meetings/futureaaameetings.cfm
http://www.aaanet.org/meetings/futureaaameetings.cfm
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Society for Historical 

Archaeology – Annual 

Conference 

Seattle, WA January 6-11, 

2015 

http://www.sha.org/index.php/view/page

/annual_meetings 

 

Society for American 

Archaeology – Annual 

Conference 

San Francisco, CA April 15-19, 

2015 

http://www.saa.org/aboutthesociety/annu

almeeting/tabid/138/default.aspx 

 

 
NOTE: to view the web page please move your mouse over the highlights blue web address, hold down 
the “Ctrl” (i.e Control) key and click on your mouse at the same time.  Your web browser will 
automatically open to the web page.   

http://www.sha.org/index.php/view/page/annual_meetings
http://www.sha.org/index.php/view/page/annual_meetings
http://www.saa.org/aboutthesociety/annualmeeting/tabid/138/default.aspx
http://www.saa.org/aboutthesociety/annualmeeting/tabid/138/default.aspx
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VI. MEMBERSHIP 

 

MEMBERSHIP/NEWSLETTER/INFORMATION: 
 
If you are interested in joining PANYC or if you would like to subscribe to the PANYC 
Newsletter, please complete the form below and return it to: 
 
Meredith Linn,  
PANYC Secretary 
Email: mbl2002@columbia.edu 
 
NAME:  _____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________ 

CITY/STATE: _____________________________________________ 

ZIP (+ FOUR): _____________________________________________ 

PHONE:  _____________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  _____________________________________________ 

 
Please indicate preferred mailing address and check below as appropriate. 
 
I wish to apply for membership to PANYC, which includes subscription to the  

Newsletter, and would like to receive the application form ($20) _____ 
 
I wish to subscribe to the PANYC Newsletter only ($10) _____ 
 
I wish to make an additional donation to PANYC _____ 
 
I wish to receive the PANYC Newsletter in digital (e-format) _____ 
 
I wish to receive the PANYC Newsletter in printed (mailed) form _____ 
 
The PANYC Membership package can be found at: www.panycarchaeology.org 
 
If you have any questions please email:  info@panycarchaeology.org 
 

http://www.panycarchaeology.org/
mailto:info@panycarchaeology.org



