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*****************************************************************
NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING: 28 May 1997
Room 1127 Graduate Center, C.U.N.Y.
Executive Board: 6:10 P.M,

General Membership: 6:30 p.M. ‘
***********x***************x*************************************

Minutes of the PANYC General Membership Meeting 16 April 1997

President Joseph Schuldenrein called the meeting to order at 6:40
P.M. The following committees will report: Archives, Awards,
Election, Events, Exhibits, Legislation, Membership, Metropolitan
Chapter NYSAA, Newsletter, Public Program, Repository, Research and
Planning.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: The minutes of the Jast meeting'were'aécepted
as read, ' G ' : e

TREASURER’S REPORT: Stone reported a balance of $1248.36 1in the
PANYC treasury. Six members and 12 subscribers have not yet paid
~their dues - severaj for at least 2 years. The Secretary will send
a final dues reminder to recalcitrant members and subscribers and
if they do not respond within 6 weeks, they will be dropped from
the mailing 1ist. Stone reported that the Suffolk County
Archaeological Association agreed to send PANYC its Newsletter 1in
return for the PANYC Newsletter. No fee will be charged,

PRESIDENT'S REPORT : President Schuldenrein announced the resounding
success of the PANYC Pubilic Program, "Finding Vanished Voices-
Excavating 19th Century New York," which took place Sunday, April
13th 1997. He also remarked upon the success of the exhibit, "We
Dig New York: The Professiona]l Archaeologists of New York City,"

which opened at the MCNY Aprij 2, 1997. Attendance was excellent at
both events.

ARCHIVES: Geismar spoke with Norman Brouwer at the South St.
Seaport Museum about accepting the PANYC archives. Brouwer agreed
to store the Archives at the Melville Library on wWater St.

ELECTION: Dalla] reported the election results for 1987-98:
President Wendy Harris, Vice-President Rebecca Yamin, Secretary
Lynn Rakos, Treasurer Linda Stone (this s the second year of her
two year term). Executive Board: Anne-Marie Cantwell, Diane Dallal,
Joan Geismar, Arnoid Pickman, Diana Wall. A tie between Nan
Rothschild and Arnold "Pickman Was resolved when Rothschild
graciously withdrew. ‘

EVENTS: Stone announced the lecture, - "Bad Hair Days 1in the



-}

Paleolithic” by Jdudith C. Berman, Ph.D. on May 7 at 1 P.M. at
Hunter College. Also see Met Chapter and Newsletter.

EXHIBIT: Stone thanked the Exhibits Committee (Bergoffen, Yamin,
Wall, Geismar, Rothschild, and honorary member Fitts) for the hard
work which resulted in the resounding success of the PANYC Exhibit
"We Dig New York," at the MCNY, Geismar reported that the exhibit
was a "pick of the week” in "Time Out” magazine. Wall noted that
Stone and Geismar deserved particular thanks. Stone reported that
$1145 was collected from donors plus $250.00 from PANYC members;
the exhibit came in $12.00 under budget.

LEGISLATION: Geismar stated that one of the items in the Exhibit
was PANYC’s Position Paper. Schuldenrein reported that NYAC became
involved 1in the controversy surrounding the NYS Dormitory
Authority”s building on the site of Fort Orange (Beverwyck). There
was a lawsuit. Governor Pataki has since established a fund of apx.
$250,000 for archaeology in the Capital Region. It is hoped that a
precedent has been set. NYAC and Karen Hartgen were instrumental in

this achievement. Geismar suggested that letters to that effect be
sent to Hartgen and NYAC.

MET CHAPTER, NYSAA: Stone announced that the next meeting (May 13th
at 6:30 P.M.) of the Met Chapter would be held at "“New York
Unearthed,” 17 State St. Members will tour the museum and lab and
Dallal will discuss the Seaport’s archaeological collections. On
June 10th at 6:30 P.M., the Met Chapter ' will hold a workshop geared
towards the production of a set of guidelines for .19th century
archaeclogical sites in NYC. The Met chapter expects to-formulate
a document expressing its concern that 18th century archaeological
resources are being given short shrift by the city.

NEWSLETTER: Fitts designed a new look for the PANYC Newsletter.
Cantwell suggested that names, addresses and phone numbers of PANYC
members be listed in the next issue. Dallal agreed to supply this
information to Fitts.

PUBLIC PROGRAM: Harris reported that the Panyc Public Program,
"Finding Vanished Voices," was a great success. The speakers were
excellent and more than 150 people attended the event. Harris

thanked the Exhibit and Public Program committees for their hard
work. ’

REPQOSITORY: Geismar noted that the MCNY appeared to be getting
more involved 1in archaeology and that it was reconsidering taking
the Atlantic Terminal Site collection. Fitts suggested that
Governor’s Island would make an excellient repository for
archaeoclogical collections.

RESEARCH AND PLANNING: Schuldenrein reported that he had met with
Rothschild and Klein. He also noted that there appeared to be great
enthusiasm for the proposed topic, "Academic Training and
Preparation for Careers 1in CRM," which will focus on the gap
between academic training and "real 1ife." Louise Basa, David Hurst



Thomas and the SAA will be involved and the program is tentatively
scheduled for mid-October 19897.

OLD BUSINESS: Geismar reported that she had finished her fieldwork
at the Saguine-Britton House and that nothing had been found.

NEW BUSINESS: President Harris thanked the outgoing officers.
Under Schuldenrein’s leadership, PANYC has continued as a watchdog
on a number of fronts, including lending support to NYAC on the
Beverwyck (Ft. Orange) issue. Other extraordinary achievements of
the past year included the exhibit at the MCNY, the PANYC Public
Program and Yamin’s article in "Archaeology"” magazine, all of which
helped keep NYC Archaeology to the forefront in the minds of New
Yorkers. Intact Seneca Village deposits, to be excavated by
students of Barnard and City College, will also keep city
archaeology 1in the public eye. Harris reminded members that PANYC
must work closely with Landmarks staff. She announced that Pagano
and Gina Santucci would speak to the membership about new
developments at Landmarks, subsequent to the business portion of
the meeting. '

Respectfully Submitted, Diane Dallal, PANYC Secretary 1996-7



ProFESSIONAL ARCHAEOLOGISTS OF'NE\V YORK CITY

545 West 111th Street, #6C
New York, New York 10025

May 1, 1997

The Honorable Rudolph Giuliani
Mayor, City of New York

City Hall

New York, New York 10007

Dear Mayor Giuliani:

I am writing on behalf of Professional Archaeologists of New York City (PANYC) to express
our concerns about plans by the Department of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS) to-
install a steel fence and entrance gates at the Old Gravesend Cemetery, a designated City
Landmark in the Borough of Brooklyn. In-ground construction associated with this installation
has the potential to disturb intact, unmarked burials that may be located along the perimeter of
the existing cemetery. We are surprised that the Mayor and the New York City Landmarks
Preservation Commission (NYLPC) are not doing more to protect the integrity of this important
cultural resource, especially in light of the City’s experience with historic cemeteries such as the
African Burial Ground in Manhattan. An existing Scope of Work for the project, calling for an
archaeologist to monitor excavations during construction, is inadequate and economically
unsound given the risk that the project may be halted in the midst of construction if graves are
encountered. A more reasonable and respectful approach would be to require that DCAS
conduct an intensive documentary study followed by pre-construction sub-surface testing of
areas sensitive for human remains. '

The Old Gravesend Cemetary, because of its antiquity (established circa 1650), and its
association with the original community of Gravesend, clearly meets criteria (A, B, and D) for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places as defined by the Secretary of Interior. Thus,
by virtue of its national significance, and in addition to its status as a City Landmark, this
cemetery deserves special consideration. Procedures to follow in, advance of construction at
historic properties such as the Gravesend Cemetery are spelled out in the City Environmental
Quality Review Technical Manual (1993 Section F). Excavation for the new fence is clearly a
"discretionary" action, and in these cases the Manual directs that an archaeological assessment
be undertaken. Minimally an assessment entails a background study consisting of archival
research. If there are indications that the cemetary's boundaries have changed or if evidence of
unmarked graves is found, the effort would then be expanded to include limited shoveltesting
within the impact zone of the proposed fence. The ultimate goal is to provide DCAS with '
enough information to design a project that will avoid disturbing human remains. For reasons
that are unclear to us, the NYLPC is not recommending that these measures be undertaken.. .

Our recommendations are consistent with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s .



"Policy Statement Regarding Treatment of Human Remains and Grave Goods" (1988). This
policy has been adopted by many state, federal, and local agencies and we strongly urge the City
of the New York to adopt it as well. However, we especially urge the City to respect the integrity
of the Old Gravesend Cemetery by following its own guidelines and by performing the necessary
archaeological studies at this highly significant historic property.

If you or your staff would like to consult with some of our members, please call me at (212) 865-
1463. We thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely

W{///M/é/ joreth Ao

Wendy Elizabeth Harris
President, PANYC

cf: William J. Diamond, Commissioner, DCAS
Jennifer J. Raab, Chair, NYLPC
Howard Golden, Brooklyn Borough President
Anthony Weiner, City Council Member
Mr. John E. Nikas, Chair, Community Board No.15
Ms. Barbara Simmons, District Manager, Community Board No.15




DEPARTMENT OF CITYWIDE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 17th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10007
(212) 669-7111 Fax: (212) 669-8992

WILLIAM J. DIAMOND

Commissioner

May 6, 1997

Ms. Wendy Elizabeth Harris

President ,

Professional Archaeologists of New York City
545 West 111 Street, #6C

New York, New York 10025

Dear Ms. Harris:

I am in receipt of your letter to' Mayor Rudolph Giuliani dated May 1%; 1997 regarding the plans
to install fencing at Gravesend Cemetery in Brooklyn.

After carefully reviewing your concerns, I am pleased to inform you that the contract bidding
process has been rescinded, effective this date. The original contract scope was initiated in 1993,
and does include many of the protocols consistent with City Environmental Quality Review
Technical Manual (1993). Nevertheless, I concur with you that archaeological research and
probes would best be initiated prior to design and contract. The Department of Citywide
Administrative Services (DCAS) will issue a separate contract for site assessment. Appropriate
compliance with all aspects of CEQR Technical Manual (1993) will be followed. The New York
Landmarks Preservation Commission (NYLPC) will be included in drafting a scope of services
for a Certified Society of Professional Archaeologist, who will be retained as a consultant to this
agency. NYLPC will also be requested to review the consultant’s final report of findings and
research documentation to ensure that all necessary protocols are effectuated.

DCAS will make every effort to preserve the integrity of the human remains and historical
artifacts contained within this cemetery. The replacement fencing project will be implemented by

Property Management and Leasing. Should you wish to discuss this further, please call Assistant
Commissioner Dolores Barbieri, at (212) 669-4001. :



Thank you for sharing your concerns and making me aware of this situation.

g tﬁ M
%n Digfropd

cc:  Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
‘ Brooklyn Borough President Howard Golden

Council Member Anthony Weiner
NYLPC Chair Jennifer J. Raab
CB # 15 Chair John Nikas :
CB # 15 District Manager Barbara Simmons

- First Deputy Commissioner Iris Weinshall
Deputy Commissioner Lori Fierstein
Assistant Commissioner Dolores Barbieri



Proressional ArcriacoLoaists ofF New York Ciry

545 West 111th Street, #6C. .
New York, New York 10025

May 22, 1997

William J. Diamond

Comrmissioner

Department of Citywide Administrative Services
Municipal Building, 17th Floor

New York, New York 10007

Dear Mr. Diamond:

In a letter to Mayor Rudolph Giuliani dated May 1, 1997, our organization, the Professional
Archaeologists of New York City (PANYC), voiced concerns in the matter of a proposed fence
installation at the Old Gravesend Cemetery, a designated City Landmark in the Borough of
Brooklyn. In less than a week we received a response from the Department of Citywide
Administrative Services (DCAS) outlining steps that would taken to address these concerns. We
were especially pleased to learn that you will be coordinating with the New York City
Landmarks Preservation Commission (NYLPC) in the drafting of an archaeological scope of
services and review of the consultants’ final report. We now wish to commend your agency for
taking appropriate action. We regard such cooperation among city agencies, and historic

“preservation advocacy groups such as our own, as a model for compliance activites within the
city.

If you or your staff would like to consult with our members on this project, or any other project
affecting the city’s archaeological resources, please call me at (212) 865-1463. AsPANYC’s
membership is composed of archaeologists employed-by colleges and universities, government
agencies, as well as consulting firms, we offer a wide range of experience and expertise which

we would be pleased to share. Once again, we thank DCAS for responding so promptly to our
concerns. '

Sincerely,

; 7

PT A frn A
7

(g
Wendy Elizabeth Harris
President, PANYC
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cf: The Honorable Rudolph Giuliani, Mayor, City of New York
Ms.Dolores Barbieri, Assistant Commissior, DCAS - '
Ms. Jennifer J. Raab, Esq., Chair, NYLPC '



Ms. Rhonda Wist, Executive Director, NYLPC

Mr. Howard Golden, Brooklyn Borough President

Mr. Anthony Weiner, City Council Member

Mr. John E. Nikas, Chair, Community Board No.15

Ms. Barbara Simmons, District Manager, Community Board No.15



Current Research
in the New York Area

Staten Island
P.S. 56R School Site

Submitted by Cece Saunders
Historical Perspectives Inc.

After completing Phase 1a, 1b, and 2
studies, Historical Perspectives Inc.
conducted Phase 3 archaeological
investigations at the P.S. 56R School Site,
located in the Rossville section of Staten
Island, between February 5 and March
29,1996. The excavations recovered
many thousands of artifacts indicative of
a wide range of prehistoric activities.
Recovered materials included flaked,
ground and pecked tools, lithic
debitage, prehistoric pottery, faunal and
botanical materials and several features.
This multi-component site generated an
assemblage of chronologically sensitive
artifacts extending from the Early
Axchaic Period (ca. 8000-7000 years
before the present) to the Late
Woodland (ca. A.D. 1000 to European
Contact). The majority of the prehistoric
activity dates to the Late Archaic (ca.
6000 to 3700 B.P.). The types of
activities represented include hunting
and butchering, cooking, food
processing, food storage and varied tool
use. Analysis suggested that P.S. 56R
was a seasonal, inland, hunting and
food processing encampment, which
was repeatedly used over an extended
period of time. The final report entitled
“Phase 3 Archaeological Data Recovery
of the P.S. 56R School Site, Staten Island,
New York” presents the results of the
Phase 1b, Phase 2, and Phase 3 field
investigations, laboratory analysis and
interpretations.

10

Letters to the Editor

Dear Mr. Fitts

Ijust received my April issue of the
PANYC Newsletter, and compliment
you and your staff on the new format.
Just for the record, the picture in

“ Around Town” (Deeper & Deeper)
misspelled the name of the gentleman
digging in 1904. His name is William L.
Calver. 1 knew him in the 1930s when I
was still in grade school or high school.
The high collar, tie, and bowler was the
standard gear for archaeologists then.
He was a member of the N.Y. Historical
Society’s field exploration team with
Reginald Pelham Bolton and Leonidas
Westervelt.

Sincerely,

Ralph Solecki
Dept. of Anthropology
Texas A&M University



[
Vi

City of New York

Mayor David N. Dinkins

City Environmental Quality Review

TECHNICAL MANUAL

Issued by:

Mayor's Office of Environmental Coordination
Gary Deane, Director

Sponsoring Agencies:

Department of City Planning
Richard L. Schaffer, Director

Department of Environmental Protection
Albert Appleton, Commissioner

December 1993

11
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CHAPTER 4: GLOSSARY

OF THE
CITY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW

TECHNICAL MANUAL

WILL BE REPRINTED IN THE NEXT PANYC NEWSLETTER
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OPEN COMPETITIVE EXAM TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR SHPO POSITiONS

The New York State Department of Civil Service ig planning to offer an open
competitive examination for the Historic Preservation Program Analyst (HPPA)
title. The examination is tentatively scheduled for October 1997. The
official announcement will likely be released by Civil Service in late
summer.

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) anticipates filling a number
of positions in the HPPA series in the future. The HPPA title incorporates
archeology positions in the SHPO. Once the exam is given the SHPO is
required by civil service regulations to hire from the exam list.

Anyone potentially interested in future employment at the NY SHPO office
should take this exam. The exam was last given in 1985, and may not be
given again for a number of vears. '

More information about the exam can be obtained from the Civil Service

announcement when it is released, or by calling the Civil Service
examinations information number (518) 457-6216 in August.
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~ Proressionat AnchiaroLocsts oF New Yonrrk Ciry

———————

" w;% MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
2

kA Mcmbcrshi;;%in PANYC is open to any professional archacologist who subscribes to t
organization ?md who meets the following criteria: -
a. Applicants must have been awarded an advanced degree (M.A., M.S., M.Phil., Ph.D., D.Sc., or
official A.B.D.) from an accredited institution in archacology, anthropology, history, classical studies
or other germane discipline with a specialization in archaeology.

b. Applicants must have at least six weeks of professionally supervised arct
and four w

1¢ purpose of ths

12eological field training
eeks of supervised laboratory analysis and/or curation experience. Requirements for both
field and laboratory experience will be considered to have been met by attendance at an a
field school which meéts the guidelines set by tl

¢. Applicants must demonstrate professional

rchaeological
1e Society of Professional Archacologists (SOPA).
experience in one or more areas of archaeological
activity, such as: field research and excavation, research on archaeological collections, archival
research, administration of units within public or private agencies oriented tow

ard archaeological
research, conduct of cultural resource mana

gement studies for public agencies, or teaching with an
emphasis on archaeological topics. Applicants meeting the education and training criteria and having
other professional interests related to archaeology will be considered on a case by case basis.

d. All prospective applicants rmust be approved by a majority of members present at a regularly
scheduled meeting of the general membership.

¢. Applicants should submit a statement of purpose that includes their interest in N
archacology.  Members of PANYC have a commitment
archacological reso

ew York City
to protect and preserve the city's
urces and to support research and encourage publication of information recovered
from those resources. Members will not engage in illegal or unct
archacological matters. In appl
with these goals.

hical conduct involving
ying for membership it is expected that an individual is in agreement
PANYC is not an accrediting organization and is not to be used as such.

Application for membership shall be in writing and shall include a copy of the applicant’s resume or vita.

We invite anyone interested in New York City archaeology to subscribe to our Newslet

ter and to attend our
general membership meetings and annual Public Symposium. '

If you arc interested in joining PANYC or if you would like to subscribe to the PANYC Newsletter, please
complete the form below and return it (o John Killeen, PANYC Secretary, 58 Garnsey Pl., Belford, NJ 07716,

BUSINESS HOME
PHONE

ADDRESS

Please indicate preferred mailing address and check below as appropriate.

Iwish to apply for membership to PANYC (Dues $15)

A wish to subscribe to the PANYC Newsletter (Fee $10)
Amount of additional donation to PANYC

Signature

- 26



200 East End Ave Apt 2K
Mew Yoxrk WY 10125

Chris Ricciardi {s}
2073 New York Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11210-5423

* Alice i’aui




